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“OME TIME in your teachers’-meeting, when you 
-@>-are discussing how to get the attention of a 
, class, just turn over.the pages of The Sunday School 
‘. Times. in plain sight.of the teachers, and ask each 
_ one to note what heading and what advertisements 

catch attention most easily. Then see what the ma- 
' jority say, and use the result to illustrate what leads 
to attention. It’s an interesting test. 
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What Matters the Rest ? 


By Thomas O. Blair 
"Let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.—Psalm 149: 2. 


CHILDREN of Zion, rejoice in your King, 

And you who are silent exuitingly sing. 
« Fear not ; I am with thee ’"—what matters the rest ? 
With Him for 

Our Saviour (Titus 2: 13, 14), 

Our Captain (Heb. 2: 10), 

Our Guest (John 14 : 23). 


The Index to the contents of The Sunday School 
Times for 1921, both general and classified by depart- 
ments, by titles, and by authors, yiving also titles and 
authors of books notued, may be ordered from The 
Sunday School Times Company for 15 cents. 


& 
The Reach of God’s Will 


God’s will touches not only the big issues but the 
little things of life. A Christian nian, who had been 
spending some time in prayer in a great crisis in his 
life, when he left his: prayer closet to take a street 
cat continued his meditation on the matter of the 
will of God. Suddenly it was flashed upon his mind 
that a woman was standing, holding to a swinging 
strap while he was comfortably seated, and the 
thought ‘came into his mind, “Can it be the will: of 
God for a Christian man to keep seated in a street 
car while a woman is forced to stand?” He was soon 
holding to that swinging strap instead of the woman. 
“Courtesy has the odor of Christ about it,” wrote 








one Christian man to another\ recently, and then 
added, “More and more I am impressed with the fact 
that there is to be seen in every life lived in intimate 
oy with Christ a certain distinction which 
declares his mastery.” 

“ 


A Spring-Time Thought 

Death fled from the presence of our Lord. He 
never, when coming into contact with death, passed 
by on the other. side of the corpse. No white crepe 
hung at the front door of Jairus’ residence after 
his visit. There was not room in the same road 
for himself and the widow of Nain’s dead son. The 
disintegrating flesh of Lazarus re-knit itself at -his 
“Come forth,” When “he descended into hell,” as the 
Creed has it, he turned: “Hades “inside out, and “led 
captivity captive.” Now that the earth is breaking 
forth into spontaneous springtime bud, let us ask our- 
selves if we really “live unto righteousness,” because 
“dead to sins” as the apostle said we’ should (1 Peter 
2:24). For “Christ liveth in me.” 


Pd 


“ Assumacy” 
Doubt of the authority of God’s Word is usually 
based on mere assumption. In his new book, “In 


His Image,” Mr. Bryan insists that an atheist’ should- 


always be asked, “Where do you begin?” “And then 
his trouble begins. . . . He must begin somewhere. 
..-_; He usually starts with the nebular hypothesis. 
And where does that begin? : 

No. It begins by assuming that two things 

which the theory does net try to explain,. Jt 


7 @S8>. 
sumes that matter and force existed, but it does a 


tell us how matter and force came into existence, 
where they came from, or why they came.” bril- 
liant Southern lawyer used to coin a word for his 
own courtroom use, and after accusing the attorneys 
on the opposite side of “assumacy,” he would pro- 


‘In the beginning’? 
‘ete 


ceed to tear down the fabric of their argument by a 
logical argument of his own based on the cold facts . 
in the case. “Assumacy” ought to have no place in 
real science. But it does. volution, for example, 
is an unproved hypothesis. Conan Doyle in a recent 
lecture in Philadelphia said: “I take it that all of us 
here {he had an audience of almost 5,000] accept 
evolution.” He was assuming that his vast audience 
inned their faith to an assumption. Science shifts 
its positions every few years. But the Christian ac- 
cepts by faith the Word of God as to the beginnings 
of the world and of man, and can say- “Amen” to 
Mr. Bryan’s statement: “I know of no theory sug- 
gested as a substitute for the Bible theory lof Crea- 
tion] that ‘is as rational and as easy to believe.” 


Pat 
An “Abyss” to Fill 


“Abysmal ignorance” of. the fundamentals of 
Christianity. exists’ in the English-speaking world to- 
day. “Abysmal” is almost a hopeless word, Ad- 
dressing the Presbyterian Sunday-school cuperintend- 
ents in Philadelphia recently, Dr. J. Gresham Machen, 
of Princeton Seminary, said that the students for 
the ministry of his own and other theological semi- 
naries do not possess the knowledge of the Bible that 
he,. without any merit of his own, had when he was 
ten years old. Their ignorance is but illustrative of 
the general ignorance, he declared. The greatest 
educational agency in the world should be the Chris- 
tidn ‘family, but the Christian mily is no longer sup- 

ifting the Sunday-school. The “Christian ie gee 

as ceased to function. Now that-the- merger’ of 
International Sunday Associafion into the 
International Sunday School cil of Religious 
Education is about to be effected, can it render any 
greater service than to teach the Christian parents 
of the country the importance of teaching their chil- 
dren the Bible? It is humanly impossible to fill an 
“abyss,” but with God all things are possible. 


The Shorter Bible Too Short 


GROUP of Christian men and women had been 
busily engaged in transacting the affairs of 
the organized Sunday-school work of perhaps 
the greatest state Sunday-school organization in North 
America, that of Pennsylvania. As the meeting of this 
Board of Directors drew.near its close, one of the 
members said to the Chairman that it would be 
well to take action on the question of the appearance 


- of the Shorter Bible at the conventions of the State 


Association. 

The Chairman of the Board is Mr. John Wana- 
maker, and he at:once said that ite believed-the Penn- 
sylvania State Sabbath School Association ought 
never to permit the use or appearance in its con- 
— book-exhibits of any work that mutilates the 

ible. 

Men who are very prominent in the business world 
were present that day, as members of the Board, 
and one after another they expressed the same con- 
viction, and with great emphasis. There was no 
debate or argument, for the members had only one 
view, and it was expressed in the following action 
entered in the minutes of the meeting: 


“It was resolved that the Board of Directors is unwilling 


' that the Shorter Bible be sold during the State Convention 
* at any of the book exhibits.” 


It is a matter for thanksgiving among Sunday- 
school workers that a leading group of those respon- 


sible for organized activities of the Sunday-school:- 


condemned without qualification this now well-known 
work which would set: man’s opinion over against 
God’s as to what is needed in the Word of God. 
“The Shorter Bible” is in two volumes, the first of 
which; on the New Testament, appeared in 1918, the 





In response to many requests for The Sunday School Times’ 
earlier editorial on the Shorter Bible, a pamphlet is now in 
preparation containing both that and th< present editorial com- 
bined in one and including Dr. Paces notable cartoon ; it should 
be ready by the first of June, and may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 
50 cents a dozen copies, $4 a hundred, or 5 cents each, postpaid. 


second or Old Testament volume having appeared 
last autumn. Published by Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
of New York, it is listed also among the books of 
the Association Press (Y. M. C. A.) and the Wo- 
mans Press (Y. W. C. A.}. The title page ‘states 
that this work is: 

Translated and arranged by Charles Foster Kent, Wool- 
sey Professor of Biblical Literature in Yale University; 
with the collaboration of Charles Cutler Torrey, Professor 
of Semitic Languages in Yale University; Henry A. Sher- 
man, Head of the Department of Religious Literature of 
Charles Scribner’s Sons; Frederick Harris, Senior Secre- 
tary of the Publication Department of the International 
Committee of Young Men’s Christian Associations; Ethel 
Cutler, Religious Work Secretary of the National Board of 
the Young Women’s Christian Associations. 


It will be noted, therefore, that prominent repre- 
sentatives of the great Christian Associations named 
are directly responsible for this work, together with 
their publishing houses, while the one primarily re- 
sponsible, Professor Kent, is widely known as one of 
the most outstanding exponents of the destructive 
Higher Criticism of the Bible o-Say. These facts, 
together with the publicity and circulation that have 
been given to this work, compel the thoughtful atten- 
tion of Christian people everywhere. Should the 
Shorter Bible be commended or conde Ei 

In answering this question, it is to be eo 
that the. plan and purpose of the work are funda- 
mentally different from many other ‘selections of 
Scripture material which have long been in gen- 
eral use, and which may be greatly bléssed to God’s 
children. There can be no possible question about 
publishing one of the Gospels by itself, or the book 
of Psalms, or the New Testafnent, or any other por- 
tion of the Word of God, smaller or greater,- or 
selections taken throughout the entire Bible as in 
that remarkable Jittle book “Daily Light,” pro- 
vided it is plainly understood that such collections 
of material are only offered as smaller portions of 
the larger blessing of the whole, and provided these 
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selections are made in conformity with reverent be: 
lief in the inspired, inerrant, and authoritative Word 


of God. “aR cm, eS 
The Shorter Bible is quité* different» from “such” 


works in its plan and purpose. Its editors and pub- 


lishers stated frankly, ‘when :the first volume appeared, 


that its aim was “toe furnish in logical order those 
parts of the Bible which are of vital interest and 
the most practical value to the present age.” Such 
an announcement is startling to the believing child 
of God. The Christian church ‘has always dccepted 
the Bible ‘in its entirety as “of vital’ interest and of 
the most practical value to the present age.” It rec- 


ognizes' it “as «a ° supernatural, God-breathed Book,’ 


consisting wholly ‘and’ exclusively of God’s own 
words, tonStituting in, the ‘ofiginal autograph manu- 
scripts a record of-history and-a revelation of truth 
as perfect, unblemished, and ‘final ‘in. character as that 
other Word of God,° Living’ and Incarnate, Christ 
_ himself. As Christiaris would hesitate to -sdy_ that 
parts of Christ’s character and mission are not “of 
vital interest and of the most practical value to- the 
present -age,” ‘so ay eee from saying this of any 
rt of the written Word-which the 
or the salyation, blessing, and guidance 
of all time. : Me he 
he principal objéctions to the Shorter Bible mia 
be summarized as follows: (1) The omissions; (2 
the elimination of words and brief phrases; (3) the 
translations; (4) the additions — most: very slight, 
but all very potent; (5) the section-headings; (6) 
the deceptive preface. 

There are repetitions in God’s Word. The editors 
of the Shorter Bible note this fact and say that “the 
readér is often confused ~by these different versions 
of the same incidents and teachings”; they add con- 
descendingly that “it is quite natural that Paul, even 
with his astounding versatility, should repeat certain 
teachings in his letters,” and then explain that the 
“Shorter Bible, by omitting these duplicates, . . . 
and by.arranging the: material in each group accord- 
ing to the nature of its contents or in the order in 
which it: is written,” seeks to “secure a- clearer pic- 
ture of the origin and development of. Judaism and 
Christianity and of the work and teachings of their 
great social. and spiritual leaders.” In other words, 
the destructive critics of the Bible assume to able 
to give men of to-day a less confusing, clearer pic- 
ture of those events.and teachings which God brought 
t her. in. his: Word, than. he was able to do himselr. 
Phe» order . of)!the;snaterial. ia..the Bible is rear- 
ranged,,by these present day editors, in the effort 
to improve upon God’s order. akin 
_'We mist remember fhat whén these editors speak 
of arranging the Bible material “in ‘the order in 
which it is written,” they speak as Higher Critics, 
who reject the glaims of different books of the Bible 
concerning their own authorship and the date of 
writing, and frequently substitute other dates, per- 
haps centuries later, thus bringing into discredit the 
reliability -and authenticity of the Scripture material. 
These later dates for the writing of different books 
are sometimes given by the Higher Criticism in order 
to deny the supernatural character of predictive proph- 
ecy in the Bible. The Shorter Bible minimizes or 
eliminates the supernatural, thus offering the “practi- 
cal” man of to-day not only a shorter but a “better” 
Bible than God’s book. 

Not only the quantity of the omis- 
sions from this work, but the choice of 
material for omission, is startlingly sig- 
nificant. In its review of the New Tes- 
tament volume The Sunday School 
Times (in the issue of April 26, 1919) 
called attention to a great number of 
passages omitted on the following pre- 
cious fundamentals of the Christian 
faith: The inspiration, inviolability, and 
authority of the Bible; the atonement, 
especially in its aspects of substitution 
and the shedding of blood; sin, guilt and 
depravity; the peril of false teaching, 
and condemnation of false teachers; the 
Lord’s Second Coming; the apostasy of. 
the professing Christian Church. And 
the authentication of the Old Testament 
in the New was noted as being omitted 
in the first volume of the Shorter Bible, 
there being thirty omissions of promi- 
nent references of this sort in the Gos- 
pels, and forty-five omissions in the Acts 
and the Epistles. 

Similarly the omissions in the Old Tes- 
tament volume are ominous. A few of 
the many may be noted. 

Almost the entire book of Leviticus 
is gone, that great revelation from 
of which it has been said that “Leviticus 
stands in the same relation to Exodus, 
that the Epistles do to the Gospels.” 

And Bishop Warren A. Candler, of 
Atlanta, Ga., notes that not only “not a 
trace of the book of Leviticus appears in 
the Pentateuch where it rightfully be- 
longs, but parts of two chapters ef the 
book are inserted after Nehemiah, thus 

subtly suggesting that it was composed 
after the Exile.” 


oly ~~ gave’ 
(a) all men 
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Of Daniel, ar Candler points out that “the 
Provhetig parts (pulverized wd the size of literary 

toms} are inserted last ih list of the prophets, 
thus implying that the whole book ‘was composed long 
after Daniel's time.” 
.. Lessthan seven chapters’‘of the forty-eight in the 
great prophecy of Ezekiel are left for the use of the 
modern man. : 

Zechariah’s prophecy is represented only by two 


verges. ys 

‘ouf complete books’ have’ been left diit; First and 
Séeind-Chronicks, Obad i, and Haggai. “=~ 

_ No one of the thirty-nine Old Testament books 
is Foe. in’ full, ° ; - * * te pot ove 6° <s Bhs 

_ Turnirig “back to the Book: of Genesis, many-‘en- 
tire thaptérs are omitted, ‘including Abrafn’s deliv- 
erance~of “Lot and “the “historic” battle between ~ the 
four kings and the five; the méeting with “Mélchize- 
dek. typeof Christ: the King-Priest as dwn in He- 
brews [i-Gots great confirmation of fis cévénant 
with’ Abram, inthe fifteenth ere) ae God’s rev- 
elation of. Himself to Abram as Ef Shaddai, in the’sev- 
enteenth chapter, with the establishing of the ‘rite of 
circumcision. igi? eee .~ , 

Dr. John Fox has written’a notable review of ‘the 
Old Téstament voliime of the. Shorter Bibie, pub- 
lished in the Princetoh’ Theological Review of Jan- 
uary, 1922; and on thé omissiéns in Exodus he com- 
ments : 


What has become of the tabernacle, whose divinely re- 
vealed plan and divinely directed construction are de- 
scfibed with such picturesque circumstantiality, with all 
the web of dramatie-<vents accompanying it? The last 
four chapters of Exodus are gone entirely, and of the last 
seventeen chapters, containing 568 verses, just eleven verses 
are left. -We can imagine some unsophisticated reader 
saying to himself, Moses, it seems now, never went up into 
the mountain and stayed there for forty days and nights, 
and never heard what we always have thought he heard. 
There was a tent.of some kind, but not such a tent as 
we have always thought. The Shorter Bible always stops 
short when it comes to the parts which so affirm. . There 
were ten commandments, but no stone tablets for him 
to break, no sin of the golden calf to be punished; Moses’ 
face did not shine so that he had to put a veil over it, 
for the. glory of the Lord which appeared as devouring fire 
in the mount is. vanished. The Shorter Bible has the 
veil without the glory. 


Many: Psalms are, of course, missing, including 
41, 45, 47, 68, 69, 102, r10, 118. A glance at the many 


_ (Continued on page 299) 
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4 7 4 
Boy Scouts in Christian Work 
Do you consider it proper for an evangelical church 
to organize a Boy Scout troop, allowing it to meet. regu: 
larly in the church partors? Your opinion, given in 
Notes on Open Letters, will bé greatly appreciated.— 
A Wisconsin Pastor. 


The ideals and duties of Boy Scouts can properly 
be turned into evangelical channels and made. good 
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use of in Christian church and Sunday-school work. 
The spirit and atmosphere of a local Boy Scout troop 


will depend entirely, of course, on: the character and 
‘convictions of those who are locally in charge. Such 


troops may have nothing to do with evangelical Chris- 
tianity, or ‘on the other hand have entire libert; 
to conform their activities and ideals to the evangel- 
ical position, The first pledge of a Scout is “To do 
my duty to and my country, and to obey the 
Scout law.” The last of the twelve Scout laws to be 
memiorized and followed is this: — - hate 

A Scout is reverent. mer doedigiie 

He is reverent toward God, He is faithful in his religioys. 


duties, and respects the convictions of others in, “matters 


“of custom and religion. " 


, And_there is nothing in the remaining pledges and. 
duties of-the Boy. Scouts that is in any sense contrary 
to.Christianity.and the Gospel, but on the other hand 
it can all. be madg;to accord most readily with the 
teaching of an out-and-out Christian Scout-master. or 
Sunday-school teacher... -Trustworthiness, loyalty, 
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helpfulness, friendliness, courtesy, kindness, obedience, 
cheerfulness, .thrift, courage; cleanliness, and’ rever-. 
ence are the duties of a Scout.. The Lord Jesus Christ 
wants all these in every disciple of His; and a Boy 
Scout troop can be shown t only. in Christ, can, 
they fully keep their Scout pledge and laws. aa 

Information about the Boy Scouts of America. can 
be obtained from various local headquarters,.or from 
the Boy Scout’s National Council, Fifth Avenue 
Building, New York.City. Have. you a local organ- 
ization of Boy Scouts, or Girl Scouts, or Camp Fire. 
Girls in your Church or Sunday-school, in which real 
Christian principles and hemi 3 7 are prominent? If 
so, the Ways of Working Editor of The Sunday 

hool Times wishes you would write a brief. letter 
of a few hundred words telling, how you have t 
this work distinctively evangelical, and .what helpful 
results among young people, and in church or Sunday- 
school as a whole, have .been noted. When writing 
lease address Mr. Hugh. Cork, Ways. of Working 

ditor, The Sunday School, Times, Philadelphia. ... 


Mrs. Shepard’s robes 
Scripture Memory Leaflets — “9 


. There is nothing we can lay. up..in the storehouse, 
of our memories that can be: compared. with . the 
Word of God. Mrs. Helen eae Shepard, of New 
York, made a real ‘confribéttfon to such memorizing 
years ago, in a leaflet bringing ‘together‘a few: very 
choice passages, The Sunday. ool ‘Times:Company 
is now privileged to republish-that leaflet, and to 
bring out an additional. one,.both prepared by Mrs. 
Shepard, the purpose of. the two leaflets: being de- 
scribed in her following letter to the Editor: a 


Years ago I prepared a leaflet, “Passages to Mem- 
as a tiny effort to encourage committing to 
memory certain selections from the Bible; but in think- 
ing over the needs of my children and the somewhat 
different trend of thought to-day I have revised it, 
emphasizing particularly the authority of the Holy 
Scriptures and the Deity of Christ. 

At the same time I have prepared an entirely ‘new leaf- 
let, “Old Testament Selections,” which I pray God may 
bless. It begins with God the Creator, man’s sinfulness, the 
fear of God as the beginning of knowledge, and the key 
to the character of a worthy woman. It has 
been especially interesting to me to com- 
pile some of the great Messianic prophe- 
cies, beginning with Genesis 3:15 and in 
later prophecies uniformly indicating the 
family to which our Lord would belong, 
the period when he would appear, and 
other details connected with his sacri- 
ficial death, resurrection, and ultimate tri- 
umph. ’ For convenience appropriate refer- 
ences to the New Testament are inserted. 

It would be a great joy to me if these 
suggestions prove a help to any of God’s 
people in sanctifying them and equipping 
them to meet the problems of to-day. 


It is believed that many readers of The 
Sunday School Times will welcome the 
opportunity offered by these leaflets, one 
of which is of four pages, the other 
of six pages, for use in the family circle, 
Sunday-school classes, young people’s 
societies; and to drop into letters to 
friends, missionaries, and other Christian 
workers. The earlier leaflet, entitled 
“Passages to Memorize,” may be had at 
60 cents a hundred copies, $5 a thousand, 
15 cents a dozen, or 2 cents each, post- 
paid. The: leaflet entitled “Old Testa- 
ment Selections: -Particularly Messianic 
Prophecies Foretelling the Coming of our 
Saviour,” may be had at 90 cents a hun- 
dred copies, $8.50 a thousand, 20 cents a 
dozen, or 2 cents each, postpaid. 

These leaflets are particularly appro- 
priate just now as the Sunday-schools 
study the lesson of June 4, “Jehoiakim 
Tries to Destroy God’s Word,” in Jere- 
miah 36. It might be a good follow-up 
of that lesson for teachers to supply 
members of their classes with either or 
both of these memofizing helps. 












































. the New Testament i 
_it has been considered so reasonable, so harmonious . 


_endeavor to show that the general and 


-take the offensive and show t 


fo for June 4 
eremiah 36 
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Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly ? 


And has it ever given due weight to the totality of the evidence? 








for the Gospel as set forth in the Old Testa- 
ment is simple and clear, and in the light of 
eminently reasonable. In fact, 


Tix history of the preparation of the world 


with what was to have been expected, that Christ 
and the s seem never to have doubted its 
veracity, and the Christian Church which they 
founded has up to our times a ed it as fully 
consonant with the facts. Within last two cen- 
turies, however, largely as a result of the Deistical 
movement in England and of the application to sacred 
history. of the so-called critical method, there has 
arisen a widespread doubt of the truthfulness of 
the Old Testament records. To such doubt many 
have refused to listen, and blessed are all those who 
have no doubts. 

‘But there are man 
of the Scriptures has shaken ; and the best, and 
in some cases the only, way to re-establish their 
faith is to show them that the charges which are 
brought against the Bible are untrue and unwar- 
ranted. ; 

‘The attempt to show this ma 
lines. We may take the pure 


be made along two 
defensive line and 


fertones 
attacks upon the truthfulness of the Old Testament 
narratives are unsupported yd facts. Or, we may 

at the Old Testament 
narratives are in jong gr 4 with all that is really 
‘known of the history of the world in the times de- 
scribed in the Old Testament records, and that these 
records themselves contain the ineffaceable evidence 
that the time and place of their origin agree with 
the facts recorded. The best method. perhaps, will 
be to make an offensive-defensive, showing not 
merely that the attacks are futile, but that the events 
recorded and the persons and things described are 
true to history,—that is, that they harmonize in 
general with what we learn from the contemporane- 
ous documents of other nations. ’ 


The Sources of the Bible Narrative 


This is true of the very earliest narratives of the 
Old Testament. Even when we look at the two 
great events occurring before the time of Abraham 
—the Creation and the Flood—we find that these 
events are the same that are emphasized among the 
Babylonians, from the midst of whom Abraham 
went out. For it is certain, that, however we may 
account for the difference between the Babylonian 
and Hebrew -accounts of the Creation and of the 
Deluge, there is sufficient resemblance between them 
to point to a common origin anfedating the time of 
Abraham’s departure from Ur of the Chaldees. 

From this time downward there is no good reason 

for doubting that the Biblical narrative is derived 
from written sources based on contemporaneous 
documents. For, first, Abraham came out of that 
part of Babylonia in which withing had been in use 
for hundreds of years; and he lived during the time 
of Hammurapi, from whose reign we have scores of 
letters, contracts, and other records, of which by far 
the most important is the so-called code of laws 
which bears his name. Besides; writing had been 
in existence in Egypt already for two thousand years 
or more, so that we cam-well believe that the family 
of Abraham, traveling from Babylonia to Egypt and 
at last settling in Palestine, in between these two 
great literary peoples, had also formed the habit of 
conducting business and keeping records in writing. 
Abraham would naturally use the cuneiform system 
of writing, since this is known to have existed in 
Western Asia long before the time of Hammurapi, 
and the Amarna letters show clearly that Hebrew 
was sometimes written in that script. 
_ But not only do we know that there was a script 
in which to write; we know, also, that the Hebrew 
language was used in Palestine before the time of 
Moses. This is clear not merely from more than 
twenty common words embedded in the Amarna 
letters but from the fact that the names of the 
places mentioned in them are largely Hebrew. In 
the geographical lists of the earlier king,, Thothmes 
III, and of other kings of Egypt we find more than 
thirty good Hebrew words ‘as the names of the 
cities of Palestine and Syria that they conquered. 
From these facts we conclude thit books may have 
been written in Hebrew at that early period. Fur- 
ther, we see that the sons of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob may have been called by Hebrew names, as 
the Biblical record assures us. 

Having found, then, that writing and the Hebrew 
language were in existence long before the time of 
Moses, we turn next to the documents of the Old 
Testament which purport to give a history, more or 
less connected, of the period from Abraham (circa 
2,000 B. C.) to Darius II (circa 400 B. C., in order 
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to find out, if possible, whether the general scheme 
of chronology and geography presented to us in the 
Hebrew records corresponds with what we can learn 
from other documents of the same period. And 
here we find, first, that the nations mentioned in the 
Scriptures as having flourished at one time or an- 
other are exactly the same as those that- profane 
history reveals to us. Thus, in the period from 
Abraham to David we find in both Biblical and 
profane sources that Egypt is recognized as already 
in 2,000 B. C. a great and predominant power, and 
that she continued to the time of Solomon to be 
looked upon as the great enemy of the Israelites. 
In the same period, we see Elam and Babylon oc- 
cupying the first place in the far East, and the 
Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Sidonians, Moabites, 
Edomites, and Damascus in the intervening. section, 
~ “debatable ground” between Egypt and ‘ Baby- 
on. 

In the next period, from 1,000 to 625 B. C., As- 
sytia has become the chief power among the nations 
in the neighborhood of. Palestine, with Babylon .of 
only ‘secondary importance, Egypt has lost the first 
rank. and is at times subject to Cush or dominated 
by Assyria. Media appears on the scene, but as a 
subject of Assyria. etween. the Euphrates and 
Egypt, the Hittites are prominent in the earlier part, 
and next to them Hamath, Damascus, Tyre, Am- 
mon, Moab, and Edom. Further, the distinction be- 
tween Samaria and Judah is clearly recognized in 
the monuments. 


An Exact Fit into History’s Framework 


“In the last period, from 625 to 400 B. C., Babylon 

has become the leading power until its hegemony is 
taken over by Persia under Cyrus. “Egypt as a 
world power disappears from history with the con- 
quests by Nebuchadnezzar and Cambyses. The Hit- 
tites, Damascus, Hamath, Israel, Judah, and all the 
tribes and “cities between Babylon and Egypt have 
ceased to exist as independent powers. 

Now, into this framework of world history, the 
history of Israel fits exactly. The Bible records in 
succession the relations of Israel with Babylon, Elam, 
Egypt, Hittites, Assyrians, Bgbylonians, and Per- 
sians; and the smaller nations, or powers, appear in 
their proper relation to these successively great 
powers. These are facts that cannot be denied and 
they afford a foundation for reliance upon the state- 
ments of the Biblical documents. 

This foundation is strengthened when we observe 
that the kings of these various countries whose 
names are mentioned in the Old Testament are all 
named in the order and in the synchronism required 
by the documents of the kings themselves.” Thus, 
Chedorlaomer, possibly, and certainly Hammurapi 
(the Amraphel of Genesis 14) and Arioch lived at 
about 2,000 B. C.; Shishak, Zerah, So, Tirhakeh, 
Necho, and Hophra, kings of Cush and Egypt; 
Tiglath-Pileser, Shalmaneser, Sargon, Sennacherib, 
and Esarhaddon, kings of Assyria; Merodach- 
Baladan, Nebuchadnezzar, Evil-Merodach and Bel- 
shazzar, kings of Babylon; and Cyrus, Darius, 
Xerxes, and Artaxerxes, kings of Persia, all appear 
in the Scriptures in their correct order as attested 
by their own records, or by other contemporaneous 
evidence. The same is true, also, of the kings of 
Damascus, Tyre, and Moab. ; 

Again, we find that the Assyrian documents that 
mention the kings of Israel and Judah name them 
in the same order in which they appear in the 
chronicles of Israel and Judah. And not only this. 
We find, also, that the statements made with regard 
to the kings of all these countries correspond as 
closely as different documents ever correspond in 
reference to their relative power, importance, and 
characteristics and deeds. Especially noteworthy 
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: are the close resemblances in this respect between 


the accounts of Shishak, Tiglath-Pileser, Senna- 
cherib, Nebuchadnezzar, and Cyrus; but the whole 
fabric of the historic-structure of the Old Testament 
harmonizes beautifully in general outline and often 
in detail with the background of the general history 
of the world as revealed in the documents from the 
nations surrounding Israel. 

Moreover, an extraordinary confirmation of the 
careful transmission of the Hebrew documents from 
original sources lies in the exact manner in which 
the names of the kings are spelled. The twenty- 
four names of kings of t, Assyria, Babylon, et 
al., contain 120 consonantal letters, of which all are 
found in the same order in the inscriptions of the 
kings themselves or in those of their contemporaries. 
That the Hebrew writers should have transliterated 
these names with such accurateness and conformit 
to philological principles is a wonderful proof o 
their thorough care and scholarship and of their 
access to the original sources. hat the names 
should have been transmitted to us through so many 
copyings and so many centuries in so complete a 
state of ‘preservation is a phenomenon unequaled in 
the history-of literature. The scribe of Assurbani- 
pal in transcribing the name of Psammetichus, the 
contemporary king of Egypt, makes the mistake of 
writing a ¢ for the p at the be eurmg, A Abulfeda, 
the author of the Arab ante-Islamic history, gives 
the names of the kings of Persia of the Achaemenid 
line as “Kei-Kobad, Kei-kawus, Kei-Chosrew, Kei- 
Lohrasp, Kei-Bushtasf, Kei-Ardeshir-Bahman and 
Chomani his daughter, and Dara ‘the First, a 
Dara the Second who was killed by Alaskander, 
and writes the name of Nebuchadnezzar as Bact- 
nosar. In the list of names of the companions of 
Alexander given by the Pseudo-Callisthenes, nearly 
every name is changed so as to be unrecognizable; 
and the same is true of most of the names of the 
kings of Egypt as we have them preserved in the 
lists of Manetho, Herodotus, and Diodorus Siculus, 
and of the kings of Assyria and Babylonia as given 
in Africanus, stor, and the Canon of Ptolemy. 

This almost universal inaccuracy and unreliability 
of the Greek and Arab historians with reference to 
the kings of Egypt, Assyria, and Babylon is in glar- 
ing contrast with the exactness and trustworthiness 
of the Hebrew Bible. It can be accounted for, hu- 
manly eee. only on the grounds that the authors 
of the Hebrew records were contemporaries of the 
kings they mention, or had access to original docu- 
ments; and secondly, that the Hebrew writers were 
good enough scholars to transliterate with exactness; 
and thirdly, that the copyists of the Hebrew originals 
transcribed with conscientious eare the text that was 
before them. Having given such care to the names 
of heathen kings, it is to be presumed that they - 
would give no less attention to what these kings 
said and did; and so we have in this incontestable 
evidence from the order, times, and spelling of the 
names, of the kings an indestructible basis upon 
which to rest our faith in the reliability of the his- 
tory recorded in the books of the Old Testament 
Scriptures. Doubt about some of the minor details 
can never invalidate this strong foundation of facts 
upon which to erect the enduring structure of the 
history of Israel. 


Doorways of Language 


Having secured a framework for our history, let 
us look next at the doorways of language which let 
us inside the structure. hese doorways are the 
passages through which converse with the outer 
world was carried on by the people of Israei. On 
their thresholds will be seen the footprints of the 
nations who introduced their ideas and their prod- 
ucts to the household who dwelt within. 

In order that the force of ‘the evidence that I am 
about to produce may be fully appreciated, let me 
here say that the time at which any document of 
length, and often even of small compass, was written 
can generally be determined by the character of its 
vocabulary, and especially by the foreign words 
which are embedded in it. Take, for example, the 
various Aramaic documents. The inscriptions from 
Northern Syria having been written in Assyrian 
times bear evident marks of Assyrian, Phoenician, 
and even Hebrew words. The Egyptian papyri 
from Persian times have numerous words of Egyp- 
tian, Babylonian, and Persian origin, as have also 
the Aramaic parts of Ezra and Daniel. The -Na- 
batean Aramaic having been written probably by 
Arabs is strongly marked, especially in its proper 
names, by Arab words. -The Palmyrene, Syriac, 
and Rabbinical Aramaic, from the time of the 
Greco-Roman domination, have hundreds of terms 
introduced from Greek and Latin. Bar Hebrzus 
and other writings after the Mohammedan conquest 
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have numerous Arabic expressions, and the modern 


Syriac of Ouroumiah has many words of Persian, 
Kurdish, and Turkish origin. 4 
Now, if the Biblical ae be true, we shall ex- 
pect to find Babylonian wor 
of Genesis and Egyptian in the later; and so on 
down, an ever-changing influx of new words from 
the languages of the sige Pag ge gcrgee es | 
powers. And, as a.matter of fact, . is exactly 
what we find. The accounts of the Creation and 
the Flood are marked by Babylonian words and 
ideas. The record of Joseph is tinged with an Egyp- 
tian coloring. The language of Solomon’s time has 
Indian, Assyrian, and probably Hittite words. From 
his time to the end of the Old festament, Assyrian 
and Babylonian terms are often found, as in Jere- 
miah, Nahum, Isaiah, Kings, and other books. Per- 
sian words come in first with the conquest of Baby- 
lon by Cyrus and are frequent in Daniel, Ezra, Ne- 
hemiah, Chronicles, and Esther, and, in the case of 
roper names, one at least occurs in both Haggai and 
Vechariah. No Greek words are to be found in the 
Hebrew of the Old Testament, except Javan and pos- 
sibly one or two other terms. That Aramaic words 
may have been in Hebrew documents at any time 
from Moses to Ezra is shown by the*fact that two 
or more words and phrases found elsewhere only in 
Aramaic occur already in the Tel-al-Amarna let- 
ters, and one in a letter to the king of Egypt from 
Abd-Hiba of Jerusalem. 
It may be known to the reader that one verse in 
oe and about half of the books of Ezra and 
aniel are written in Aramaic. This is what we 
might have expected at a time when, as the Egyptian 
papyri and the Babylonian indorsements show, the 
Aramaic language had become the common language 
of Western Asia and in particular of the Jews at 
least in all matters of business ahd commerce. That 
the Hebrew parts of Daniel and Ezra should have a 
large number of Aramaic words would, therefore, be 
expected ; and,.also, they would naturally be found in 
Chronicles and Nehemiah and other documents com- 
ing from the latter part of the sixth century (when 
Aramaic was the. lingua franca of the Persian em- 
pire) and in other works down to the latest composi- 
tion of the Old Testament. In later Hebrew this 
peseces of absorbing foreign words may be illustrated 
y, numerous examples. hus the tract Yoma, writ- 
ten about A. D, 200, has about twenty Greek words 
in it, and Pesahim, about fourteen, while hundreds of 
them are found in Dalman’s dictionary of New He- 
brew. Many terms of Latin origin also appear in the 
Hebrew literature of Roman times. 
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We thus see that the Hebrew, just like the Ara- 
maic, has embedded in it traces of the nations that 
L gree its history from 2,000 B. C. to A. D. 1,500, 
or indeed to the present-time. The reader will com- 
pare this with the marks which have been left upon 
our American nomenclature by the different nations 
that have influenced its history. The native Indian 
appears in the names Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Allegheny, Ohio, Mexico, Yucatan, and countless 
other terms. The ag appears in Florida, San 
Anselmo, Los Angeles, Vera Cruz, New seemande, 
and numerous appeliations of mountains, rivers, an 
cities; the French, in Montreal, Detroit, Vincennes, 
Duquesne, Louisiana, St. Louis, and New Orleans; 
the Dutch, in Hackensack, Schenectady, Schuyler ; 
the German, in Germantown, and Snyder County 
(Pennsylvania). Some of these languages have con- 
tributed, also, various words of common use such 


as moccasin, succotash, potato, maize, tomato, toma- 
hawk, prairie, sauerkraut, broncho, and corral. 

These languages all have left their mark, but the 
great directing, predominating language _and nation 
wére the English, as is shown not merely in our liter- 
ature and laws, but also in such names as New 
Hampshire, Boston, New York, Albany, New Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, and the names of most 
a our cities, counties, and statesmen. But that 
the English received their laws largely from the Ro- 
mans and the Normans is évident in any law book or 
court room; that they received their religion from 
the Hebrews through the Greek and Latin churches 
is evident from the words we. use. eyery day, such 
as amen, hallelujah, priest, baptism, cathedral, bishop, 
chant, Cross, resurrection, glory, and countless others. 

Thus, the vicissitudes of the life of the English 
people for the last fifteen hundred years can be 
traced in the foreign words that have been taken 
over into its literature during that period. . So also 
with the Hebrew people for the last four thousand 
years, and in the first part of sixteen hundred years 
no less than since that time. And in the study of 
the Hebrew literature in the light of the foreign 
elements that are embedded in it, ‘we find that the 
truthfulness of the history is incidentally but con- 
vincingly.confirmed. In each stage of the literature 
the foreign words in the documents are found to 
belong to the language of the peoples that the Scrip- 
tures and the records of the nations surroundin 
Israel unite in declaring to have influenced and af- 
fected the Israelites at that time. The critics of the 
Old Testament have never given sufficient weight to 
the totality of this evidence. 

Princeton, N, J. 























Is God’s Word Paitoct and Unbreakable ? 


As indestructible and immutable as the Word incarnate ? 
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The Word of God — written or living, in print or in flesh — cannot be broken. ‘‘ The Scripture cannot be broken, ’’ 
our Lord, quoting it in an argument, once said. And of him as the Incarnate Word it was prophesied, ‘‘Not a 


bone of him shal 


be broken, ’’ and that was fulfilled as he was taken down from the cross. This article, con- 


sidering the strength and integrity of the written Word, is contributed by the author of a primer on the doctrine of 
the second advent, ‘‘ The Coming Day,’’ which may be ordered from The Sunday School Times Company, ./ 031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 75 cents, postpaid. é' 


HIRLING dervishes dancing around Mt. 
Sinai could no more rend its form than can 
the trumpeting doctrinaires of modern criti- 
cism invalidate the law proclaimed in thunder and 
flame from its summit. The credulities of the critics 
are but paper pellets blown against cardinal postulates 
that have been ratified and guaranteed by the gift 
bequeathed to all His people by the risen Lord. 
he Holy Spirit declares the Word written to be 
as ineradicable and immutable as the Word incar- 
nate. The one may be cut and flung to the flames, 
and the other be rejected and nailed to the cross, but 
alike scathless they emerge from the fire and from 
the ‘tomb clothed in the glorious robes of immor- 
tality, in correlated interdependence and symmetry, 
each bearing witness to itself, and each to the other. 
Engarrisoned, like Elisha and his servant on the 
mountain, they are panoplied, invulnerable, and ir- 
reducible. 

Skeptics and mattrialists are united in a conspir- 
acy to eliminate the supernatural, to invalidate the 
evidence of design. in nature, and to push back the 
Great First Cause in time as far as possible; while 
the one great purpose of Holy Scripture is to bring 
God near. The evolutionist, in his assumption of the 
origin of man, brands the Bible with infamy and 
charges it with having a falsehood written upon its 
face. Such blasphemy his chattering ancestors were 
without intelligence to articulate. Spontaneous gen- 
eration has no longer any standing as a rationalistic, 
scientific theory, and the only alternative is an act of 
creation. Surely the Mosaic account is preferable to 
that of the biological evolutionist who, if he have 
any thought of God at all, would limit Him in crea- 
tive power to a primordial atom of protoplasm from 
which all life has evolved. 

The Higher Critics, dominated so generally — mor- 


als and all—by the spirit of evolution, have under- 
taken to show how the Bible by a similar process has 
come into its present form. They are but blind 
guides, with flickering torches, exploring the realm 
of a past that is fixed-and beyond recall. We have 
but to accept their conclusion and there would be 
nothing left of Scripture except their criticisms and 
ourselves the dupes of our own delusions, j 
The alternative choice is the biological evolutionist 
or the Bible; the Higher Critic or Christ. We choose 
the Bible and Christ, rather than those who would 
make us the offspring of an ape or, worse still, the 
spiritual heirs of the avaricious and licentious scoun- 
drel Astruc, who died in Paris and left his spotted 
mantle to the unbelieving Eichhorn, the father of 
Higher Criticism. From sch foul fountain, what- 
ever may be said to the contrary, flows the stream on 
the banks of which the hemlock of Higher Criticism 
ows. Either the Bible and Christ are true, or the 
vil himself, whom they both unsparingly denounce, 
has robed himself in the garments of light and given 
the world a falsehood under the mask of truth itself. 
The Bible proclaims itself to be the Word of God. 
The expression “God said,” or its equivalent, occurs 
six hundred and eighty times in the Pentateuch, four 
hundred and eighteen times in the historical books, 
one hundred and ninety-six times in the poetical 
books, three hundred and forty-eight times in Ezekiel, 
one-hundred and fifty times in Isaiah, five hundred 
and twenty-two times in Jeremiah; and nearly three 
hundred times in the Minor Prophets. What are we 
to do with these more than twenty-six hundred dec- 
larations? Did the writers believe that God was 
speaking through them, or were they demented dupes 
of an eccentric fanaticism? The revelations that fol- 
low the declarations are too iucid and too sane to be 
attributed to a calenture of the brain. 
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The critics that stigmatize these writings as fiction 
or fabrication stultify all claim to wisdom in the time 
and labor they give to make good their guess. Their 
assumption of a preponderating ~ ¢ of scholar- 
ship is as false as it is arrogant. long list can 
be furnished of the names of the most illustrious 


‘scholars, who have expressed their belief in the plen- 


ary inspiration of ah tg Rane who have had no 
r ng that the writings were authen- 
tic, and that the writers, in their selection of mat- 
ter and in their choice of words, were ‘infallibly 
guided by the Holy Ghost. A second Daniel may 
esteem himself a sage, but in the order of succession 
he is by no means first. f : 

Jews regarded their Scriptures with highest. 
reverence and were scrupulously exact in the tran- 
scription of copies. The slightest alteration of a 
letter was equal to an unpardonable sin. Among the 
more than efevén hundred manuscripts extant there 
is not a single variation of serious importance. That 
volume our Lord accepted, without reservation, as a 
divinely inspired book of which he in the glory of his 
Person was the central theme. “Ye search the scrip- 
tures,” he said on one occasion, “and they are they 
which testify of me.” in, after his resurrection, 
on the way to Emmaus with the sorrowing disciples, 
“beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he ex- 
pounded unto them in all the scriptures the things 
concerning himself.” He believed in the supernatural 
origin, the verbal inspiration, and the binding author- 
ity of these Scriptures. Indeed, he made the sweep- 
ing assertion, “Think not that I am come to destroy 
the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, 
but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot” —the smallest letter in the 
Hebrew alphabet —“or one tittle’ —the least stroke 
by which one Hebrew letter differs from another — 
“shall in no wise pass from the law, tiil all be ful- 
filled.” Such language cannot be twisted into any 
ng other than an endorsement of verbal inspir- 
ation. It is arrant folly to claim, as some do, the in- 
spiration of the thought apart. from the words. 

hought has no expression except in words and words 
are the only vehicle that thoughts have. 

“As for thoughts being inspired,” said Dean 
Burgon, an eminent scholar in the Church of Eng- 
land, “apart from words that give them expression, 
you might as well talk of a tune without notes or 
a sum without figures. No such dream can abide the 
daylight for a moment, No such theory of Inspir- 
atfon is even intelligible. It is as illogical as it is 
worthless; and cannot be too strongly put down.” 

Our Lord’s veneration of Holy Scripture, his con- 
fidence in it, his conformity to it, his, belief. in- the 
historicity of the human, writers, his full acceptance 
of its miracles, are a startling rebuke to those who 
have the daring audacity to contradict him. 

Higher Criticism, as interpreted by Professor 
Driver, is in direct collision with Christ. 

Our Lord declared that the 110th Psalm was writ- 
ten by David. Professor Driver says:-“This Psalm, 
though it may be ancient, can hardly have been com- 
pased by David.” 

By whomsoever the conclusions of the Higher 
Critics are accepted Scripture is broken, and the 
testimony of the Lord that Scripture cannot be broken 
is discredited. The issue is clearly before us and 
the verdict must be either for Christ or against him. 
The assertion that he willed not to know what the 
critics assume to know is mere mummery that be- 
guiles none but the lack-wit, or the one who claim- 
ing mental equipoise is unalterably opposed to truth 
in whatever guise it comes. Mere assumption is not 
a featherweight in the balance against the testimony 
of Christ. 

Church councils, in formulating their creeds, have 
uniformly accepted the Scriptures as the final court 
of authority. In the library of Paris there is a beau- 
tiful picture preserved in-parchment. ~It represents 
a council in session to judge the doctrine of Mace- 
donius about the procession of the Holy Ghost, and 
of Apollonius about the will of Jesus Christ. The 
bishops are represented as seated in a semicircle about 
a throne upon which the Bible alone is seen, the only 
assessor and referee of the doctrine under discussion. 
Only doctrines that were so subject ever gained per- 
manence in the church. . 

The Roman Catholics, in their clear deliverances 
at the Council of Trent concerning the inerrant au- 
thority of the Old and New Testaments, are far 
and away better company than the Protestant 
preachers and teachers who are‘sleeplessly denying 
what in their ordination vows they professed to be- 
lieve and pledged. themselves to defend. 

Niebuhr, the accredited historian, and than whom 
there are few greater scholars, is queted by Rawlin- 
son as having-said: “In my opinion he is not a Prot- 
estant Christian who does not receive the historical 
facts of Christ’s early life in their literal accepta- 
tion, with all their miracles, as equally authentic with 
any event recorded in history, and whose belief in 
them is not as firm and tranquil as his belief in the 
latter; who does not consider every doctrine and 
every precept of the New Testament as undoubted 
divine revelation.” . 

The question of Biblical inspiration is one of vital 
importance. When science and theol unite in 
an attempt to discredit the works and the word of 
God, it is no longer a matter of mere academic in- 
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terest. Either God has spoken, or he has not. There 
_-. is no middle ground. confusion of voice, partly 

- human and partly divine, gives forth no distinguish- 
able assurance nor certitude of salvation from sin 





43 ws _ and a blessed immortality. In the realm of the spir- 
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itual the Word+of God is alone authoritative. All 
else, apart from it, is problematical, precarious, per- 


In Rg ae inspiration of Scripture our faith 
is justi by evidence moré trustworthy and con- 
pescing than supports any other belief held by man. 
In unbroken unity from Genesis to Revelation, per- 

' fect in all its parts, it reveals the ever unfolding and 
glorious purpose of God. It is the one source of 
information about our Lord Jesus Christ who by even 
the most critical school is revered as infinitely above 
all in the immeasurable glory of his Person, and in 
wisdom and know t a peer among men, 
Such homage should lead to a reverential regard of 
his teaching. He believed and taught that Holy Scrip- 





fe ture was the infallible revelation of God. Such a 
eng belief has dominated every church council that has 
- attempted to determine and to formulate its doctrines. 
ir Such a belief has made possible the vast achievements 
_.. >of Christianity. It has gves comfort in all ages to 
Roe the troubled in heart. It is certified by the testi- 
ee: mony of the Holy Spirit dwelling in the temple of 


God's redemed people and guiding. them into all truth. 
There is but one way to distinguish truth from 
error. “The natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned.” As of old, things hidden from the wise 
and prudent are revealed to babes; only he that will- 
eth to do the will of God shall know. 
4 The critical surgeons may dissect and rend the 
© form of Holy Scripture, but beyond the presumed 
4mperfections ape | © exuitioaly exacee. \ ey Fagg toa 
eye, penetrating all human disguise, olds glory 
of the Son of God, the Saviour of the world. 
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He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath 
he seen perverseness in Israel: thé Lord his God is 
with him, and the shout of a king is among them 
(Num. 23:21). 


Go? has always, in respect to salvation, two views 
of his saints; the one of them as they are in him- 
self, and the other, as they are in themselves. The- 
ologians call the first the judicial aspect of salva- 
tion, and the second, the experimental. This is a 
good distinction, borne out by Scripture and fact; 
and it helps us to understand the.difference which is 
often found between a man’s faith and practise. Not 
that any such difference should exist, for we ought 
to be what we are; only, as a matter of fact, it does 
exist, in varying degree, as related to most, if not 
all of us. ‘ 

In this text of Scripture we have the judicial aspect 
of things as related to Israel. From an experimental 
standpoint Balaam could not have said that God had 
not beheld iniquity in Jacob, nor perverseness in Is- 
rael, for just the contrary was true. But the prophet 
was speaking of Israel as they were in God; and in 
him they were covered by divine righteousness and 


the Old Testament times, therefore, there was an im- 
puted as well as an imparted righteousness. If there 
hed not been, there would have been small chance 
for Israel, with their Jacob-like ways; for, in such 
a case, God would have said at any time and all the 
time as he once said to Moses, “Now, therefore, let 
me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, 
and that I may consume them.” 

But there is more than this in our text. The 

rophet was also speaking prophetically, for he was 

king down the ages to the time when God would 
roduce his finished product of grace and make 
srael, at last, what he designed from the first they 
should be. Then iniquity and perverseness .would 
wholly be put away, and every Jacob would become 
an Israel, a veritable prince who would have power 
with God and men. And the prophet gave a reason 
for the restoration which he foresaw. He declared, 
“The Lord his God is with him, and the shout of a 
king is among them.” If ce saved them, grace 
would also sanctify them. Tf they were free from 
iniquity and perverseness judicially, they also would 
be such experimentally. It was a question, in the 
fast analysis, of God; his presence, his power, his 
kingly ways and his final kingly shout of victory. In 
other words, what God had done for them, he would, 
finally, do in them. 

Can any one imagine God having a more hopeless 
task than the one which is set before him as related 
to Israel? How can even he bring that nation into 
a life of righteousness and holiness? But he has said 
it, and he will bring it to pass. So, my brother, do 
mot worry about God, or even about Israel. The 





: Ah, pos- 
‘sibly this, rather than the other, is the really hope- 
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thing to worry about is rourene. Are the judicial and less situation. Hearken then: The Lord your God is 

experimental in your life the same? Is it.true, by im- with you, and there is the shout of a king in your 

= as well as by imputation, that God does not midst! Don’t doubt. Don’t wait. Let rist rule 
hold iniquity and perverseness in you? and reign over you—just now! 

Princeton, N. J. 


Revolution and Revival in Ireland 


The Emerald Isle standing again at the csossroad of destiny in the hour of a momentous choice 
By J. Kennedy Maclean editor ot tne rite of rain 








One of the best answers to those who from time to time are asking what warrant there is for believing that in these 
last days there can be any revival, is to say, ‘‘ The revival is already on the way!’’ It was Mr. Maclean, who 
contributes this article, who also wrote the accounts in The Sunday School Times of March 11, ‘‘Scotch Fisher- 


folk Launch Out Into the Deep,’’ and of March 18, ‘‘What Is the Secret of ‘Jock’ Troup’s Power?’’ He 
has studied at first hand these gracious Scottish and Irish revivals, and in a letter to the Editor he has also this 

: too, there has been, in recent weeks, a real outpouring of 
blessing. Everywhere I go I find Christian people aflame with expectancy and desire. I am praying that the 
blessing will not by any means be confined to Great Britain, but will spread to America and to all other parts of 


were without imperfection of any kind. Even in . 





the world.’’ This article will be concluded next week. 


ck to a state of stability, there is, perhaps, 

to-day no sadder or more tragic country than 
Ireland. Split up into contending factions, each 
fighting for its own hand and its own ends, and each 
making free use of the weapons of murder, the Em- 
erald Ysle is once again a land of sorrow and of 
death. To say that blood flows in the streets is to 
use the language of sober reality and not of pic- 
turesque metaphor. The country town and the large 
industrial city are in this connection in the same un- 
happy category. | E 

Even in the city of Belfast itself the strong hand 
of the law is being defied with a boldness that is 
almost incredible. To walk along the streets is fre- 
quently to run the risk of instant death. Although 
on the occasion of a recent visit I found a temporary 
lull in the storm, a friend who is a. distinguished 
minister in the city has since told me that on re- 
turning home one night, a week or two ago, a bullet 
from a miscreant’s rifle passed over his head and shat- 
tered a window near by. That the shot did not 
appear to be intended for him did little to lessen his 
peril, On another occasion, also at night, this same 
minister was riding in a tram-car, when a furious 
fusillade compelled the passengers to seek shelter on 
the floor, while the car, extinguishing its lights, 
dashed speedily ahead to a place of safety. 

Revolution is a word which is on the lips of many 
men to-day, but Ireland is the only part of the Brit- 
ish Isles in which revolution is actually in being. 
Another word that bulks largely at the present time 
is Revival. Strangely enough, the movements rep- 
resented by these words are at the present time keep- 
ing step in the North of Ireland. That is to say, 
Revolution and Revival are at this hour powerful 
forces in Ulster; they exist side by side; they are 
sweeping over the same area, and to the onlooker 
from without they both seem to be striving for the 
nation’s soul. Which is going to win? Is the gun 
to triumph over the Gospel or the Gospel over the 
un? I do not know, but I have faith enough to be- 
ieve, after visiting some of the Revival centers, that 
this visitation from heaven is, in the good providence 
of God, destined to counteract the evil forces of Rev- 
olution and to save the land from the horrors that 
threaten to fling it into the abyss of Bolshevism. 

The man who is the human instrument in this 
mighty movement is not unknown in America. He 
is the Rev. William P, Nicholson, the evangelist of 
the Bible Institute at Los Angeles. But he is an Irish- 
man, and in a truly remarkable way is proving to 
be God’s messenger to lead thousands into the King- 
dom.. Mr. Nicholson is an up-to-date illustration of 
God’s wise choice of men. Still, as in the days of 
old, the Lord is looking not on the outward appear- 


[' A broken world vainly struggling to find a way 


ance but at the heart, and is selecting men for his- 


service not because of their training or qualifications, 
but because they are so yielded to him that he is able 
to use them as he desires. It is told of the famous 
Dr. Joseph Parker that he was once asked why it was 
that Christ had included Judas in his little band of 
disciples. “I do not know,” answered the distin- 
guished preacher, “but I stand aghast at a far deeper 
mystery than that—why he should ever have se- 
lected me.” That is a mystery which is not confined 
to Dr. Parker; it is a mystery which meets me every 
day when I contemplate the present movement and 
see the men who stand in its forefront, and I can 
solve it only on the ground that when “God has 
the full and undisputed use of a life, he can do 
with it great and wonderful things. In other words, 
the secret of power is absolute consecration to God. 
All that. is beautifully illustrated in Mr. Nichol- 
son’s life and work. I have said that he is an. Irish- 
man. ‘He was born at Bangor, County Down, in 
1876. His father was a sea captain, and the sea was 
in the lad’s blood. He was only seventeen when, 
throwing off all restraints of home and loved ones, he 
bound himself for four years as an apprentice on a 


barque. At sea he had many adventures. The life 
was a hard one, and young Nicholson made it even 
harder by drifting with the stream and going into all 
manner of sin. But even in his wildest moments 
he was unable to shake off the inffuence of his godly 
home, or to rid himself of the consciousness of his 
mother’s prayers. 

When about twenty-three years of age, Nichol- 
son returned to Ireland, and one morning at home 
he yielded to the pleadings of God’s Spirit, and de- 
cided for Christ. The months that followed, how- 
ever, were by no means happy. He knew he was 
saved, but he had none of the joy of salvation, and, 
as he sg ae says in his addresses, his Christian 
life was full of ups and downs, chiefly the latter. 
After about seven months of this unsatisfactory 
state there were held in Bangor a series of meet- 
ings for the deepening of the spiritual life. Mr. 
Nicholson attended them, and heard Dr. Stuart Holden 
expound the principles of holiness. There he made 
the discovery, as he listened, that he had been try- 
ing to live a supernatural life by natural strength 
and energy. For the first time he found out that 
the Spirit who begat life in him could alone deepen 
and develop it. Not only must he be born of the 
Spirit, but be baptized with the Spirit. 

Sometimes Mr. Nicholson is heard to say that he 
can never forget the night he received that blessed 
fulness. He left the meeting and walked along by 
the seashore. His heart was heavy and hungry, for 
he wanted the fulness of which he had just ‘Geard. 
Then it flashed upon him that he could have, not 
life only, but life more abundant, and as he yielded 
the Divine fulness of blessing flooded his soul. It 
was, he says, the “Uncontainable Blessing!” As he 
could not hold it, it had to come out, and so he be- 
gan to testify in the open air, at prayer-meetings 
and wherever the opportunity arose, giving to God 
the energy and the service that formerly had been ex- 
pended on behalf of the devil. 

About a year later Mr. Nicholson entered the Bible 
Training Institute at Glasgow, and after his course 
there was ended, he took up evangelistic work under 
the auspices of the Lanarkshire Christian Union. Then, 
some time afterwards, Mr. Charles M. Alexander 
met him in London, and that meeting was an epoch 
in the’ powmmss. man’s life. Mr. Nicholson accom- 
anied Dr. Chapman and Mr. Alexander to Austra- 
ia, where he was much used, and in the United States 
also God has set his seal to his servant’s ministry. 

That is the man; now for his method. When he 
goes to a new place, Mr. Nicholson does not begin 
right away to preach to the unsaved; his first con- 
cern is to get Christians into proper relationships 
with God. To this end he devotes himself, for the 
first fortnight, to essential matters in the believer’s 
life, if that life is to fulfil its real purpose. Thus 
he dwells on the necessity of baptism with the Holy 
Spirit; he emphasizes the need of thorough cleansing 
and entire consecration; and he presses home the 
truth that the Christian is only living up to his or 
her obligations and privileges when he or she is 
holding nothing back from God, and is laid upon the 
altar he surrender of life, as well as for witness 
and service. When once the professing Christians 
are brought to the place of surrender and service, 
Mr. Nicholson feels that he can rely upon their 
prayers and their help in seeking and winning the 
unsaved. F 

It is important to observe how this method has 
operated. In the town of Bangor, where the present 
movement had its inception in a campaign that lasted 
for four weeks, there were over 800 conversions ; 
in Portadown over 1,600 decided for Christ ; in Lurgan 
more than 1,300 decisions were recorded; while at 
Newtownards there were nearly 1,500 converts. The 
campaign in Lisburn was, perhaps, even more remark- 
able still, over 2,000 men and women, out of a popu- 
lation of only 10,000, coming out definitely on the side 
of Christ. Mr. Nicholson has since been in the city of 
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Belfast, and there, too, thousands have been, swept 
into the Kingdom. 7" ; 

I infer from a printed circular before me tat the 
Christian community of Bangor been stirred . up 
to pray for and to expect-a more wonderful thing 
than has yet happened. 


This circular intimates that “a weekly gathering. 


of all who are interested in seeking a revival from 
God for Bangor and all Ireland will be held in Trin- 
ity Hall.” The purpose of this weekly gathering is 
“to wait on God unitedly, with one accord, that he 
may grant us a true Revival by his Holy Spirit in 
our own hearts; in all our churches, Sabbath Schools, 
Bible classes, and other religious gatherings; and a 
deep widespread work in the gonmones and con- 
version of sinners, not only in Bangor, but all over 
our beloved land.” On the reverse side of this an- 
nouncement we read that at a recent meeting of local 
ministers, church officers, and Christian workers, it 
was unanimously and heartily decided that there will 
be a weekly united gathering of all who desire it 
to wait on God that he may graciously send us a 
Revival in Bangor and in all Irelafid. The need of 
a Revival is felt and acknowledged because of: The 
numbers in our churches still unimpressed; the lack 
of spirituality among our church-members; the ten- 
dency to criticism, fault-finding, evil-speaking, yield- 
ing to worldly methods and practises by church-mem- 
bers; the lack of secret and public prayer, and whole- 
hearted consecration of all we are and have to our 
Lord Jesus Christ; the dearth of striking or notable 
_conversions in our churches; very little concern for 
the salvation of others; and lack of earnest effort to 
reach the masses of unsaved with the Gospel; the 
abounding sin all around us, that is, drinking, swear- 
ing, Sabbath-breaking, gambling and betting, impur- 
ity, neglect of the Bible and all means of grace, 
utter indifference to the claims of God and of Christ, 
and a growing restlessness and disregard for lawfully 
constituted authority.” 

Defining Revival, the circular goes on to say that it 
“méans more demand for the things of God, par- 
don of sin, peace with God, life eternal, heart purity, 
power to live and witness for Jesus, more Bible study 
and prayer, more attending God’s house for public 
worship, more life in churches. Bible classes and 
Sabbath-schools, more generous giving to God’s cause, 
more love and unity among Christians, more anxiety 
for the salvation of souls and boldness in bearing 
testimony for the Master, more clear separation from 
the world and finding all joy and pleasure in the Lord 
and his service ; more keenness for the advancement of 
Christ’s kingdom in the regions beyond, God getting 
his rightful place as first in heart and life.” 

And what of the other places in which Mr. Nichol- 
son has been laboring? learned from two friends 
from Portadown in the Lisburn meeting all that I 
could about the influences that have been, and are, 
operating in Portadown. My informants are busi- 
ness men, and one of them, while the Revival meet- 
ings were in progress, called his employees together, 
and telling them that he had not been out-and-out for 
Christ in his business life, said that in future he in- 
tended to be altogether on the side of God, and meant 
to conduct his business for God’s glory. Since then 
the day’s work begins with prayer. No employee 
is obliged to attend, but so many of them have been 
changed by the Revival that they gladly come. And 
the thrill of the movement is such that every sec- 
tion of the community is feeling it. On the Sunday 
night before our conversation the doors of the Tem- 
perance Hall had to be closed because of the packed 
state of the building. The attraction was a Gospel 
meeting. Then I was told, too, that the last com- 
munion service in the First Presbyterian Church was 
the largest in the last twenty-five years. At that 
service between thirty and forty new members were 
received into church fellowship. The other churches 
have had a similar experience. 

“In my business,” said one of these Portadown 
friends, “between thirty and forty out of a staff of 
sixty professed conversion during the mission, and 
as a result of that we established a hotse prayer- 
meeting which has been going on ever since. That 
meeting is held every morning from 8.50 till 9.10, and 
is carried on by the young people.”” Whole families 
and entire Sunday-school classes were led to the 
Lord during the meetings. And conversions are still 
continuing, although the mission has been away from 
the place for about eight months. 

I was told of one man who on a recent Saturday 
night went home under the influence of drink, On 
the Sunday night he was converted, and in the course 
of that week every member of the family followed 
his example. Another man was awakened in the mid- 
dle of the night under a deep sense of conviction of 
sin, and kneeling on the floor he cried to God for 
mercy. And in the place of his crying he found de- 
liverance and peace. I also heard of a prominent 
business man who for years had been giving way to 
drink. Soundly converted in the Revival, he has ever 
since given every evidence of being changed in life 
and habits. 

“There is no question about this,” to quote another 
Statement made to me, “that the town was forced to 
take sides. There was a clear dividing line, and the 

ople had to be either for Christ or against him. 

o-day the town is quite different from what it 
was before the mission. It used to be quite common 
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for the children to sing the latest music hall ditties, 
to-day wherever you go you hear the children singing 
hymns. The head of one of the leading linen - 
tories, when asked by a number of business acquaint- 
ances in a café in Belfast what he thought of the 
mission, made this reply, ‘Leaving aside the spiritual 
side of the work I want to say this, that if any of 
you gentlemen are ever in Portadown come down to 
my office, and I will prove to you the reality of this 
movement by the improved work and the increased 
output in my factory.’” 

estimony along a similar line has, I was informed, 
come from the principal of the Technical School, who 
has stated that since the Revival the students are 
much keener and take a more intelligent interest in 
their work. Then with regard to the churches, wher- 
ever the ministers have been sympathetic their con- 
gregations have. increased in membership and in spir- 
itual. power, and even where ministers have not been 
too enthusiastic they have shared in the overflow of 
blessing. A notable feature, too, is the way in which 
the converts have gone to work to win others. They 
are still doing it, and opeti-air services are the means 
a which many are being brought into the king- 

om 


The same influences have been at work in the other 
places. A friend from Lurgan told me that since 
the Revival began there has been a great difference in 
all the churches; Prayer-meetings and open-air serv- 
ices, in addition to the ordinary Sunday services, at- 
tract large numbers, and as all the ministers have 
been heart and soul in the work, the churches have 
reaped iy from the work. It was in Lurgan, on 
the closing mar of the mission, that Mr. Nichol- 
son experienced what was, perhaps, the heaviest day’s 
preaching in his life. Beginning at 2 o’clock, it was 
10.45 before he left the pulpit, the church in that time 
being filled and emptied no fewer than five times. 

With reference to the work at Newtownards a 
striking incident was related to me by my friend, Dr. 
Henry Montgomery, of Belfast. One man there re- 
fused to have anything to do with the meetings. When 
asked by his wife to attend them, he had always some 
excuse. At last, in order to escape from these un- 
welcome reminders and to shake off, if he could, the 
conviction of sin that was beginning to oppress him, 
he resolved to go to the Newmarket races, and left 
home for that purpose. Returning from the races to 
his hotel in London, the char-a-banc by which he was 
traveling was held up by a block in the traffic. As 
the vehicle stood still, a man with a banner passed 
up and down. On the banner were inscribed ‘the 
words, “Christ died for the ungodly.” As he looked 
at it, the phrase burned into his soul. When he got 
back to his hotel he could think of nothing but the 
words, “Christ died for the ungodly.” It was the 
same in the train and in the boat crossing to Ireland. 
When he reached home he told his wife that he would 

o with her to the meetings, which he did, and at 

st surrendered himself to the call of God. 


LonpDOoN. 








i The Victorious Life 

















A Motor Truck Needed 


ORK at Keswick, N. J., which God is already 

blessing as a rest home for returned mission- 
aries and Christian workers, and as a conference 
center, would be greatly helped by the addition of a 
motor truck suitable for use in transporting supplies 
from Philadelphia and near-by towns. If any one 
interested has a used truck which could be donated 
for this use in the Lord’s service, the gift would 
be greatly appreciated and a most valuable help in 
the work of the Testimony at Keswick. Other needs 
of Keswick are four dozen spreads, six dozen, pillow 
cases, twenty-five blankets, four dozen sheets, table 
linen (thirty or forty yards), window shades, chairs, 
and linoleum. Please address Addison C, Raws, Kes- 
wick Grove, N 

ve 


Calendar of Conferences 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept informed of, 
and to pray for, meetings addressed by members or 
speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. 


Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Engagements 

English address: 2 Stanhope Place, Hyde Park, Lon- 
on, W. 1, Eng. Other English engagements will be 
announced later. 

Annual Meeting of the Soldiers’ Christian Associa- 
tion, London, May 19. 

Annual Meeting of the Bible League, London, June 9. 
Special Anniversary (zoth) of the Zenana Bible and 
Medical Mission, London, June 20. 

House of Rest for Christian Workers, London, July 7. 
A series of Bible Readings at the Keswick Convention, 
July 17-20. 

Meeting of Oxford University Men at the Keswick 
Convention, July 17. 

Sermons in connection with the Keswick Convention, 
July 23. 

Winona, Ind., Bible Conference, August 23-27. 


May 20, 1922 


Keswick, N. J. 


Decoration Day Conference, May 26-28, the Rev. Ho 
ard B. Dinwiddie an + se. te Deve 


opened from Friday evening, May 26, to Sunday eve- 

ning. ¢ registration fee of $1 should be sent to Addi- 
son Raws, wick Grove, N. J. Full information to 
be had from the Victorious Life Testimony, 600 Perry 
Building, Philadelphia. 
. A Christian. Workers’ Training Class will be con- 
ducted, June 17-27, by the Revs. Howard B. Dinwiddie 
and L. L. Legters. This will offer an unusual + 
tunity for personal consecration of life and thorough 
grounding in the Scriptures and in personal evangelism. 
Further information may be had from the Rev. How- 
ard B. Dinwiddie, 600 Perry Building, Philadelphia. 

Knowlton, Quebec 


— 


The Rev. Howard B. Dinwiddie and perhaps one other 


speaker will hold a conference from July 24 to 31. For 
full information and booklet please write to the Rev. 
Edgar T. Capel, Knowlton Conference, 243 Hampton 
Avenue, Montreal, Quebec, Can. 


Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 

Eastern -Victorious Life Conference, “the third full 
week of July,” July 15-23. The Rev. Gordon Watt, of 
Scotland, the Rev. Howard B. Dinwiddie, the Rev. L. L. 
Legters, Mr. and Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, Charjes G. 
Trumbull, and other speakers to be announced later. 
Full information to be had from the Victorious Life 
Testimony, 600 Perry Building, Philadelphia. 


Linwood Park, Vermilion, Ohio 

Middle West Victorious Life Conference,*August 21-27. 
A change has been made to this date in order to pro- 
vide better rooming accommodations. The Rev. Howard 
B. Dinwiddie, the Rev. L. L. Legters, Charles G. Trum- 
bull, and other speakers to be announced later. Full 
information to be had from the Victorious Life Testi- 
mony, 600 Perry Building, Philadelphia. 


The threefold work of the Testimony, —its Conferences, 
the large property at Keswick, os a conference cen- 
ter and rest home for Christian wofkers, and the Pioneer 
Mission Agency,—is entirely supported by voluntary of- 
ferings from God’s people. Will you pray that God shall 
meet all the needs of all the work He would have the 
Testimony do? The Treasurer is Mr. B. F. Culp, 600 
Perry Building, Sixteenth and Chestnut Streets, Philadel- 
phia. 








A Sunday-School with Twenty- 
five Branch Schools 


By Mark A. Matthews, D.D. 




















First Presbyterian Church, of Seattle, Wash- 

ington,—and make it stand out in a 
helpful way, it will be necessary to pass over all the 
things that are common in all schools and empha- 
size some of the things we consider essential and 
fundamental. 

1. The schools are absolutely under the control and 
direction of the Session, The officers and teachers 
are elected by the Session. The Session committee 
makes the connecting link. The Session’s Depart- 
ment of Bible Education trains the. teachers and 
passes upon their qualifications. The Session is in 
absolute authority and exercises that authority. The 
elders are all vitally connected with the school — 
many of them are prominent and powerful teachers. 


2. The school has a thoroughly organized teacher- 
training department or school within the main Sun- 
day-school. It gives a three-year course, requires ex- 
aminations, and offers diplomas. It is divided into 
two departments—a Junior and a Senior -Depart- 
ment. The pupils are promoted from the Junior to 
the Senior and are required to finish both courses, 

3. Every teacher and officer must sign the Apostles 
Creed. No one is permitted to teach who is not 
sound in the faith. Every one must know and teach 
the Deity of Christ, and his vicarious death and blood 
atonement. No teacher is permitted to utter an un- 
certain note. ° 

4. The school is doing a practical work in the 
philanthropic field. The pupils are required to find 
all the crippled and otherwise defective children in 
the city who might need surgical attention and serv- 
ice, and the pastor arranges for the hospital and 
surgical work for such children. 

§. The school has a very fine orchestra of some 
fifty pieces. Pupils are brought to the Fellowship 
Dinner on Thursday nights for practise, and they 
play every Sunday morning for the school. 

6. The main school has more than a thousand tech- 
nical pupils. The adult Bible classes have a large force 
panel of : n 
The main school proper begins. at nine o’clock in the 
morning and concludes -at one-thirty o’clock. The 
work begins with a prayer-meeting, to which all the 
officers and teachers with the pastor come for prayer 
to begin the day’s work. The lesson begins promptly 
at ten o'clock and closes at eleven o’clock for the 
church service. The cane Sunday-school church, 
however, runs from eleven to twelve o'clock. The 
other departments, of cOurse, assemble in the main 
auditorium for the church service proper. The Post- 


Tt DISCUSS our Sunday-school — that of the 


the Rev. L. L. Legters, speakers. | 
A rate for room and board of $4 will be made to those — 


This work is divided into two departments. © 
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Lesson for June 4 
Jeremiah 36 





Sermon Bible Class concludes at one-thirty, thus 
ending the main, Sunday-school pig eo 
The second department begins at three o’clock on 
Sunday afternoon. From three o'clock on Sunday 
afternoon until Friday night the extended Sunday- 
school mid-week classes are conducted. Hundrec 
and hundreds attend these classes. Our motto is, 
“Every member of the church in some Bible class 
every day in the week.” 

7. The pastor is the superintendent of the school 
and has under him a great force of able s 


and officers, workers, committees and Ss, 
The work is done ane most thor methods, and 
is a real school, henge graded, every depart- 
ment pérform its duty. The Graded Lessons are 
used from the inners Department up to and in- 
cluding the Junior Department. The Uniform Les- 


sons are used in the Intermediate and Senior Depart- 
ments. The adult classes are using the book method 
and the Bible as the only text-book. The Teacher- 
Training Department is using the special course for 
the training of teachers. 


8 We have twenty-five branch Sunday-schools 
ee every Sunday at the same hour in twenty- 
five different buildings in twenty-five different parts 
ofthe city, making a complete Sunday-school around 
the main church. There are more than fifteen hun- 
dred pupils in these branch schools every Sunday. 
Therefore, there are in the main school and its 
branches, Bible classes and departments, more than 
three thousand pupils and students studying every 
Sunday and week. These compose a vast army of 
workers, teachers, pupils, committees, and assistants 
under the pastor’s direct personal touch and super- 
vision. 
every Sunday and every week. _ 

The Church’s greatest need ‘is Bible knowledge. 
The Church’s surest remedy for restlessness, indif- 





This is his Sunday-school force operated 
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ference, and infamous rationalism, dishonesty, and 
hypocrisy is Bible study. There is not a heretic liv- 
ing who knows his Bible. If there is a heretic who 
knows his Bible, and in spite of that fact is a 
heretic, then he is the most dishonest and infamous 

er on earth. There is not one heretic living 
who can quote his Bible accurately. There is not a 
heretic living who would dare quote the Bible ac- 
curately. There is not a heretic living who does not 
premeditatedly, deliberately, misrepresent the Bible in 
every quotation and statement he makes about it. 
There is not a rationalist living who does not deliber- 
ately falsify the mys of God’s Word. There- 
fore, the need of the Church to-day is incessant 
intense, universal, honest, conscientious, jpravertul 
daily study of God’s infallible Word by whole 
Church in a Bible class. Such a course would save 
the children, destroy the rationalists, lead the unsaved 
to Christ, and restore to the Church her lost zeal 
and the joy of his salvation. This is the reason that 
we are conducting the Sunday-school and Bible 
classes on the method above described. 

We demand of every member and of every pupil 
the admission, confession, and belief that God’s Word 
is infallible, and that Jesus Christ is God, and that 

died for the salvation of the world. We demand 
of them the belief that without the shedding of his 
blood it would have been impossible for any one to 
have been saved, or for God to justify any sinner. 
We demand that every teacher and pupil believe and 
teach the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, be- 
ee God has justified us through his redemptive 
eath. 

Ours is a Bible school teaching God’s infallible 
Word. We believe such a school will lead the un- 
saved child to Christ and build the Christian into the 
faith delivered once fer all to the saints. 


SEATTLE, WASH. 




















The Shorter Bible Too Short 
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precious passages in these Psalms shows the nature 
of such omissions. ; 

In the great Messianic fifty-third chapter of Isaiah 
it shocks one to see this passage omitted: 

“Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him 
to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, 
he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the 
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. He shall 
see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied.” 


Dr. Fox rightly calls this.a ae thrust in the 
cor cordis, ‘the real heart of the Bible,’ which these 
enemies of evangelical faith claim they wish to pre- 


rve. 
But the subtlest kind of omission, in the Shorter 
Bible, is not of extended passages but of just a few 
words here and there. Modernism of course min- 
imizes sin; and in the Second Commandment we find 
five one-syllable words omitted in the sentence, “I 
Jehovah your God am a jealous God who lets the 
consequences of the sins of the fathers fall upon their 
descendants of the third and fourth gemeration” ; then 
the words which God. added just here are significantly 
omitted: “of them that hate me.” Doubtless destruc- 
tive critics believe that it is a harsh, crude, primitive, 
and mistaken idea to suppose that any man would 
ever hate God. 
The misleading translations in this new “transla- 
tion” of the Scriptures-are even more unthinkable 
in their violent alteration and rejection of the truth 
of God. 
Thus when God says to the.serpent (in Gen. 3: 15 
in pronouncing judgment in the Garden of Eden, “ 
will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
befween thy seed and her seed; he shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel,” Professor Kent 
changes this so as to read, “They shall bruise your 
head, and you shall wound them on the heel.” The 
change might be almost unnoticed by a careless reader, 
or might seem trifling. But it substitutes mankind 
for Christ. “Thou shalt bruise his heel” was God’s 
prophecy of the attack that was to be made many cen- 
turies later by Satan against Christ, when Satan was 
permitted temporarily to have the power of death 
over Christ. “He shall bruise thy head,” spoken by 
God of the woman’s seed, could never have been 
said of men, for men cannot destroy Satan; only the 
seed of the woman (not of the man, for this Seed 
was begotten by God in a virgin), which was Christ 
in the flesh, could so bruise the head of the serpent 
that it was said of him that “through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil.” The “simple” changing of singular to 
plural in the Shorter Bible destroys the heart-mean- 
ing of the passage in Genesis, and eliminates the 
supernatural, the Saviour, and salvation. Does this 
shortening really increase the value of the Bible for 
.“the busy modern reader” of to-day? 

_ That Solomon had the crude and primitive re- 
ligious ideas of the heathen round about is suggested 
in the translation of First Kings 6:23, recording the 
building of the temple, and reading in the Authorized 


Version, “And in the oracle he made“ two cherubims 
of olive trees,” while the Shorter Bible says, “In the 
inner room Solomon made two winged bulls of 
olive wood.” 

The inspired text is changed in the translation of 
Elijah’s question of the people of Israel on Mount 
Carmel, when the contest between God and the 
prophets of Baal’ was commencing, and Elijah came 
unto all the people, and said, “How long halt ye be- 
tween two opinions?” Professor Kent changes this 
to read, “How long are you going to falter between 
the two religions?” : 

The Messianic prophécy in Psalm 16:10, in which 
the Psalmist cries out, “Thou wilt not leave my soul 
in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to 
see corruption,” is changed by the Shorter Bible to 
read, “Thou wilt not give me up to death, nor let 
one who loves thee see the grave.” God did give 
Christ up to death, and God did let Christ see the 
grave. e did not leave him there, nor did he let 
his flesh see corruption. The Shorter Bible would 
seem to be almost as “new” a book as the new Bible 
proposed by Mr. H. G. Wells. 

The modern critical school of Bible study rejects, 
of course, our Lord’s own word that the Psalms 
contained supernatural predictions concerning him- 
self, and this rejection of God’s Word is noticeable 
in the violence done to the Messianic Psalms, either 
in whole or in vital parts. For example, in that mar- 
velous Twenty-second Psalm which told in minute 
detail the sufferings and the actual incidents of the 
future crucifixion of Christ, centuries before his in- 
carnation on earth, the predictive sentence in the 
sixteenth verse, “they pierced my hands and my feet” 
is falsely translated. The Authorized Version reads: 
“For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the 
wicked have enclosed me: they pierced my hands and 
my feet.” The Shorter Bible reads: 


“For many dogs surround me. 
A gang of knaves encircles me, 
They gnaw my hands and my feet.” 


That the changes made in the text of God’s Word 
are nothing less than blasphemous in some points is 
seen in the rendering of Isaiah 9:6 where the proph- 
ecy of the coming Messiah is given that “his name 
shall be called . . . the mighty God.” , The Shorter 
Bible changes this to read, “ Godlike Hero.” 

Other false renderings of the text are too numer- 
ous to mention. 

God’s Word puts God in first place, “In the begin- 
ning God,” and makes blessings and revelations and 
prophecies originate in God, coming from Him to 
man. Modernism, and the Shorter Bible as one of its 
expressions, reverses this order-and subtly, not openly, 
suggests that blessings really occur because man goes 
after them. Thus God’s promise to Abram, “in thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed,” is changed 
to read, “all the families of the earth shall ask for 
themselves a blessing like your own.” God made no 
such promise to Abram. It would be a sad day for: 
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mankind if God’s blessings had to wait until man 
asked for them. 

The emphasis upon man’s part, rather than God’s, 
comes out in such a sub-title of a section in the 
Shorter Bible as the following (1 Kings 2:2): 
“Micaiah’s Loyalty to His Convictions.” It is inter- 
esting to contrast with this the sub-title over that 
section in the Scofield Reference Bible, which reads, 
“Micaiah’s true prophecy.” Various  sub-titles 
throughout the book strongly-reflect the modernistic 


purpose. The Darwinian hypothesis of the “survival 
of the fittest” is seen in sub-title in Genesis 6, 
introducing the record of the flood, as “Survival o 
the Morally Fit’ 


It is encouraging to note the intelligent and wide- 
spread condemnation of this tragic exhibition of 
op pau antagonism to the heart of the Word 


° 

The Y, W. C. A. of the Texas Presbyterian Col- 
lege, of Milford, as an organization which stands 
for Christian ideals, “wishes ly to ress its 
disapproval of this publication,” and of “the fact 
that the Religious Work Secretary of the National 
Board of the Y. W. C. A. was one of the compilers 
makes that organization appear to stand as sponsor 
for this publication.” The official statement, signed 
by the Vice-President of the College, the Chairman 
oi the Y. W. C, A., and others, contains the follow- 
ing further strong words: 


Our protest is made for two reasons. The first ob- 
jection we have to this “Shorter Bible” is the fact that 
four. men and one woman have assumed to themselves the 
ability to choose from the inspired Word of God those por- 
tions “which are of vital interest and practical value to 
the present age.” And yet we note that they have omit- 
ted the “Great Commission” as recorded by St. Matthew, 
the record of John the Baptist’s testimony concerning 
Jesus, those comforting verses which begin, “But I would 
not have you, to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 
which are asleep, that. ye sorrow not, even as others 
which have no hope.” And over 4,000 other verses from the 
New Testament alone. Are these of no “vital interest” 
or “practical value” to you? 

For five people calmly to,set aside the wisdom of the 
most able men of the past centuries and claim that their 
achievement is so great that no commentaries will be 
necessary from now on, seems to us an act of supreme 
conceit. We believe this to be a subtle method of the 
Higher Critics, “to seduce, if it were possible, even the 
elect.” 

We sincerely hope the ¥Y. W. C. A. members throughout 
the whole country will join with us in open denunciation 
of this publication, and of all movements which seem te 
indicate that the leaders of the Association are drawing 
away from the Christian principles and purposes of the 
Association. 


In the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (North) protest was made against the sale 
of the Shorter Bible, with the result that it is no 
longer sold in the book rooms of that denomina- 
tion. The feeling of many is well expressed in the 
following memorial unanimously adopted by the Pres- 
bytery in New Brunswick, N. J., in April of this 
year, to be.sent to the General Assembly: 


The Presbytery of New Brunswick memorializes the Gen- 
eral Assembly to give such deliverance on “the Shorter 
Bible,” published by Charles Scribner’s Sons, as will safe- 
guard our people, especially our young people, against the 
danger of its use. The principle followed in the making 
of “the Shorter Bible” strikes heavily at the inspiration 
and authority of the Canonical Scriptures. The aim oi 
the abbreviation, as set forth, is to reduce the Bible te 
“those parts which are of vital interest and practical value 
to the present age.” In the judgment of the Presbytery 
such a reduction of Scripture, attempted under an editor- 
in-chief who is a leader in the school of destructive 
criticism, is especially rationalistic in character. Believ- 
ing that a definite warning from the General Assembly will 
serve a vital interést of the Church, the Presbytery sub- 
mits this memorial. 

Furthermore, we regret deeply that the names of the 
honored institutions, the Y. M. C. A. and the Y. W. C. A, 
can apparently be quoted as officially co-operating in the 
production of a work constructed under the guidance of 
rationalistic principles. We are persuaded that a large 
majority of their membership are thus done great injustice 
We feel that the International Committee and the National 
Board owe the Christian community a prompt and frank 
explanation of the action of their secretaries in endorsing 
the Shorter Bible. 


These are solemn, tragic days in which we liv 
just as God’s Word predicted they would be. One o 
The Sunday School Times’ reviewers, after making 
a careful study of the Shorter Bible, some of the 
‘results of which are given in this editorial, wrote in 
a personal letter to the Editor: “In ‘cunning crafti- 
ness’ this book is a masterpiece. It will with 
the help of wide advertising and the modern- 
ists among preachers have a most victorious march 
throughout the world. No doubt of that. God pity 
those who have done this thing. Jehoiakim only cut 
and burned the roll; these make the Bible an in- 
strument of destruction, It is a terrible thing to 
say, but the book seems to me to be a. very ‘frankin- 
stein.’ ” 

The Shorter Bible is too short. As Dr. Pace shows 
in his unforgettable cartoon on page 294, it will not 
reach across the awful chasm of man’s sin. But 
God’s. Bible reaches the whole way. His Word, both 
Written and Incarnate, is man’s sure and only sal- 
vation. We dare not subtract from the Bible, as 
we dare not subtract from Christ. We dare not add 
to the Bible, as. we cannot add to Christ. 
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LESSON 10. JUNE 4. 






‘The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 

OD never has been without his Baruchs and 

Jehudis, men willing to take “all the words” 

of Jehovah to people and king. In reviewin 
the splendid defense of the faith by the Hon. W. if 
Bryan in his new: book, “In His Image,” H. L. ew 
born, in the book section of the New York Hera 
of February 12, sees in it a menace to “science,” 
which will be ill-advised “if it underestimates the po- 
tentialities of a Bryanized education.” “There are 
implications in the phrases , . . that make the publica- 
tion of his book an event of importance far beyond 


- its weight as a mere expression of his personal idio- 


syncrasies. He is the spokesman for a numerically 
large segment of the people who are for the most 
part inarticulate. In tact, he is almost the only ex- 
ponent of their ideas who has the public ear.” | 

The “militant note” in Mr. Bryan’s book is also 
alarming to Mr. Pangborn, because this twentieth 
century Jehudi asks, as he’ views the havoc played 
with faith by Darwinism, as taught in our schools 
and colleges, “What is to be done about it?” and an- 
swers in part by saying that ; 

“In schools supported by taxation we should have 
a real neutrality wherever neutrality in religion is 
desired. If the Bible. cannot be defended in these 
schools, it should not be attacked, either directly 
or under the guise of phiJosophy or science. . . . 

“His book is a frank, vigorous, often truly elo- 
quent and highly emotional appeal to Authority, to 
‘revelation’ as against ratiocination, to the Bible, lit- 
erally accepted, as the supreme teacher.” : 

While “we are, largely, a Godless generation,” 
which is “not altogether a wholesome condition,” 
nevertheless, Mr. Pangborn, in his trepidation for 
Mr. Bryan's onslaught, is led to inquire: “Can a twen- 
tieth century Julian put back the clock?” : 

(Compare Dr. Thomas III, 9; Dr. Smellie, 4; 
Round-Table, 2; Mr. Teas, 1.) 


Our Background Material 


Jehoiakim and his sad failure to mould his life 
after the pattern of his father; the political condi- 
tions prevailing during his reign, its duration, his 
character, and his doom as predicted by Jeremiah are 
given by Mrs. Askew. (1, 2). The date of this les- 
son, as compared with the last one, which was the 
first of three Jeremiah lessons, is noted by Dr. 
Thomas (I, 1). 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

ef. certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

The roll Jeremiah dictated to Baruch contained the 
substance of his prophecies since the commencement 
of his ministry (Dr. Thomas, I, 2). 

“Several skins were stitched together and attached 
to a roller of wood at one or both ends,” says the 
Cambridge Bible, in describing an ancient “roll.” 
“The writing was arranged in columns parallel to 
the rollers; so that as the parchment was gradually 
unrolled from one end to the other, the successive 
columns could be read.” 

An illustration of how the Bible was actually writ- 
ten is afforded in this lesson, and it is very properly 
impressed upon her class of girls by Mrs. Askew 
(3, 4; see Pa Dr. Smellie, 1). No doubt some of 
the prophets wrote their own inspired records with 
their own hands instead of dictating them. But they 
were the very words of God himself, so that in some 
cases the writers, though accurate in recording them, 
did not even understand their ne my (1 Peter 1: 
10-12) because the message was for future genera- 
tions. 

Light is thrown upon the character of the reckless 
king by the cautious way in which the princes, them- 
selves impressed by the*warnings in the roll, informed 
him of the event (Dr. Thomas, I, 4, 5, 6). 

Thomas Jefferson culled from the roy the part 
of the life of our Lord and his sayings that appealed 
to his mighty intellect, but. his expurgated edition of 
the New Testament is not often heard of now. But he 
has all too many followers this century later, and one 
group of these have dared to improve the Word of 
God by giving us “The Shorter Bible”! In what re- 
spect do the compilers of The Shorter Bible differ 
from Jehoiakim, with his penknife in hand and his 
brazier hard by? In the Editorial on the first page, 
“The Shorter Bible Too Short,” the menace of this 
Shorter Bible is pointed out (compare Mr. Ridgway, 
2). 
The pen-knifing of the Bible began in modern times 
in a book by Jean Astruc, a licentious French phys- 
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Jeremiah 36 


Goldea Text.—The word of our God shall stand forever.—Isaiah 40 : 8 


Devotional : Isa. 40 : 1-8. 

Relcenes Manna : Isa. 55: pry Matt, ‘3"* 
Many Verse : x Es dot awh ‘salm rig : 123. 

Junior Topic : Burns the Prophet's Book. 
Memory Verses : Prov. 3: 1, 2. 

. Intermediate and Senior Tonic : A who Scorned God’s Word. 

Topic for Young P. and Adults : to Meet the Forces An- 
tagonistic to "s Word. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 4-8, 20-24, 32 
4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah; and 


Baruch wrote from thc mouth of Jeremiah all the words 
of Jehovah, which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll of 


a book. 5 And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am 
1 shut up; I cannot go into the house of Jehovah: 6 there- 
fore go thou, and r-ad in the roll, which thou hast written 
from my mouth, the words of Jehovah in the ears of the 
peeple in Jehovah’s house upon *the fast-day; and also 
thou shalt read the= inthe ears of all Judah that come 
out of their cities. 7 It may be *they will present their 


. 

gb 

: 
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they told all the words in the ears of the king. 21 So 

king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll; and he took it out 
of the chamber of Elishama the scribe. And Jehudi read 
it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all the prinées 
that stood beside the king. 22 Now the king was sitting 
in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and the 
fire in the brazier burning before him. 23 And it came to 
pass, when Jehudi had read three or four * leaves, that the 


nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his 
servants that heard all these words. 

32 Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Ba- 
ruch the scribe, the son of Neriah, who wrote therein from 
the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which 
Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire; and there 
were added besides unto them many like words. 

1Or, restrained 2Or, a fast-day *Heb. their suppli- 
cation will fall. Or, columns 
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ician, who imagined a double authorship of the book 
of Genesis — both a “Jehovist” and “Elohist” author. 
Eichhorn, a German scholar, was fascinated by As- 
truc’s delusion, and he and other “scholars” devel- 
oped it until it has evolved into the absurd monstros- 
ity of “the Polychrome Bible.” The satanic work of 
Astruc, Eichhorn and their followers is appraised by 
Dr. Ottman in his brilliant article, “Is God’s Word 
Perfect and Unbreakable?” on page 296. 

The authority of the entire Old Testament is proved 
by Dr. Robert Dick Wilson in the article, “Is the 
Higher Criticism Scholarly?” on page 295. The 
teacher will suffer loss who does not saturate him- 
self with these two “sidelights.” 

“France sent this patchwork theory of a varied 
authorship of the Pentateuch to Germany, and Eng- 
land sent her Darwinism,” said Dr. A. C. Dixon, in 
an address while he was pastor of Spurgeon’s famous 
old church in London, “and it all came back later 
from Germany to France and England in the shape of 
bombs hurled from the sky by Zeppelins!” Assaults 
upen God’s Word invite judgments. 

Men may attempt by “pen-knifing,” and by “short- 
ening” to “make a ragged Bible” (Mr. Howard), but 
after all the Word of God is impregnable (Round- 
Table, 3; the Little Jetts). 

God hid his faithful servants from the wrath of the 
king (v. 36). He has often done this in his provi- 
dential protection. An instance from Scottish his- 
tory is mentioned by Dr, Smellie (5). Others He 
has permitted to g2in the martyr’s reward. The 
Book has never been destroyed, but Jehoiakim, ter- 
rible to say, came to his “finish” (Mr. Teas, 2). 


The Truth that Is Golden 

It is the testimony of the Bible against the pride 
and wickedness of the human heart that has caused 
it to be singled out from all other books ever writ- 
ten for relentless human hatred. And it is its claim 
to be authoritative that has provoked this outburst of 
venom from the hearts of men in all times, from 
before Jehoiakim, and since, and especially in our 
own day. It will be noticed that the brilliant re- 
viewer (quoted in “Getting Started in Class”) of 
Mr. Bryan’s book, makes the crux of his criticism to 
lie in the fact that Mr. Bryan’s defense of the Bible 
is an “appeal tu Authority’! No, God must not tell 
us unpleasant things about sin, and rebellion against 
him, his Book, and his Son! The Bible is all right 
as a mere human literary production, written by a 





JEHOIAKIM TRIES TO DESTROY 
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GOD’S WORD, 








‘Ppele possessed of “a genius for religion,” as the 
had a genius for art and the Romans for 
law! But not as God’s undeniable Word! 


Teaching Points . 

Man cannot annihilate God’s Word. As,Jeremiah 
repeated the roll that Jehoiakim burhed, so has God 
exercised through all time a wonderful preservation 
over his Book. Burning has been a favorite method 
of trying to be rid of it, but bonfires lit at the in- 
stance of papal bulls have been as unsuccessful in 
later times as pests it into a brazier in Jehoiakim’s 
day (Dr. Smellie, 3). 

God has been so good as not to leave his world to 
drift throughout the ages without a chart. His book 
was given in love; the fact of its existence is evi- 
dence of his mercy. And we who are responsible for 
gecsing on his message. should do it in love (Dr. 

mellie, 2). It is the church’s first duty to make the 
Book speak ({Round-Table, 1). 

eremiah yielded his mind to the sweep of God's 
spirit. God spoke to — and Jeremiah pro- 
nounced the words to Baruch (vs. 2, 18). There is 
a difference between inspiration and illumination 
_ Jeremiah had inspiration (v. 1); John Bunyan had 
illumination, and so did Mr. Ridgway. when he wrote 
the lesson comment that led to the conversion of a 
banker (The Busy Men’s Corner, 1). 

The message can go even where the messenger can- 
not (Family Worship for Monday and Tuesday). 

Men may burn Bibles or disbelieve the doctrines 
the Bible contains, but that does not change God’s 
eternal truth (Dr. Thomas, I, 7; III, 8) 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

What was an ancient “roll”? 

a was the purpose of God in sending out this 
ro 

Why did not Jeremiah carry the roll himself? (Dr. 
Thomas, I, 3.) 

What are some ways in which young folks can cut 
up God’s Word? (Mr. Teas, 3, 4 e 

Have you a substitute missionary? (Miss Homer- 
Dixon.) 


PHILADELPHIA. as 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice- President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PrincipLe oF INTEREST.—The motive of 
all mental activity 1s some interest, instinctive 
or acquired, 











T IS natural for us to be interested, like the Athen- 

ians, in new things, and here is one: A king lit- 
erally and deliberately trying to destroy the Word of 
God, given through his prophet. We have studied 
about kings who rejected God’s Word, and about one 
prophet at least who disobeyed it, but for very bold- 
ness of defiance of that word, this is something dif- 
ferent. And it interests us to know the outcome. 

Again, if we have been properly taught, we have 
acquired such reverence for God’s Word that any 
such incident as this one, involving such an irrever- 
ent handling of the Word, must command an iner- 
est, both because of the character of the incident, 
and because it carfnot but be fruitful. in suggestion 
for our own day. 

Was the fast day “before Jehovah” a mere form 
in which the kin had joined, or rather an evidence 
of a contrition of heart on the part of the people, in 
which the king had no share? (v. 9.) Not only the 
prophet and his scribe but a few others were faithful 
to the king and courageous for the truth before him. 
Such characters will attract attention always. 

But the very heart of our interest will naturally 
center about the Word of Jehovah itself, which the 
wicked king sought to destroy. The prophesied evil, 
if sin was unrepented of, came just as God’s prophet 
had saidj/and the part which the second prophecy 
added concerning Jehoiakim himself-was all too sadly 
fulfilled. Dr. Torrey calls attention to the interest- 
ing fact that while Joseph, the reputed father of our 
Lord, was of the line of Jehoiakim, Mary his real 
mother was not. God’s word through Jeremiah thus 
testified beforehand to God’s word through Luke 
when he told of the virgin birth of our Lord. This 
in itself should be sufficient warning to the Jehoiakims 
of our day who would cut away from Gog’s Word 
whatever their human reason may not be dble to ap- 
prehend. 


HuntTInopon, PA. 
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form but not the fact: Truth abides whether writ- ‘but with “droppings of warm tears”; and, after the 
ten or not. It is the revelation of God, of sin, of re- wind and earthquake and fire of judgment, the still 
The Lesson as a Whole demption, of judgment, and is imperishable. Note small voice of invitation and mercy must follow. 
; the contrast between Jehoiakim’s audacity and Jere- ae ae it in love,” we shall have our hum- 

both fearless of conse- ble p in the goodly fellowship of the prophets. (2) 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. miah’s courage. They were both 
gesnces: but with a wonderful difference. Jeremiah 
what he wanted to do because his conscience was But, next, we see the prophet and the king. 
3 influenced by God's will. This was true courage. , Baruch was Jeremiah’s spokesman as well as his 
sla I. The Lesson’s Main Message ia - wank I be wanted t0 do bernane - once age ge atte fe Serene nich 
a HE last lesson reco ev : first self-will an regardless o «God’s wi whi ment was written, on a ast-day when the lemple 
igs ° ‘ | ¥ rded an event in the flouted. This was terrible audacity. But God had, as by thronged with crowds, he read its contents wed 





























































































‘ae f Jehoiakim’s rei 26:1). This deals : 
a vith pa ba pened “three < ther, tn the always, the last word (vs. 28-32), another roll and le, and by and by communicated them in 
- fourth year of the ting. The date of. Jehoiakim’s ac- dditional messages. (8) = a anmenes ee peace ot —. What 
cession is thought to be 607 B. C., so that this would _Y. : y overawe e princes beyond measure. 
apie be 604 B. C. e difference between father and son, RRS Maw. § it Aa: TT ~ S Feed bee They trembled vo for themselves and their coun- 
ee, Josiah and Jehoiakim, is very impressive. (1) © modern Jehoiakims. Man’s reason sometimes tries try, aad yor ee . ——. of God who had acted 
Warning Received (vs. 1-4). God communicated to undermine the authority of the Bible by refusing 0 Oe an tian tae yh oc neg — 

with Jeremiah and told him to write down all the di- to accept anything it cannot understand. Man’s heart a5 one of the a es aaah eee es ta Gott 
vine judgments which had been spoken from the first. sometimes tries to do ws & emptying the Bible of jndictment and the penalties which are God’s wage 


7 These included messages against Israel Judah, and its meaning if it is oppo to our human inclina- : : : : 

ae the surrounding nations. It was the divine hope that ‘tions. Man’s will sometimes tries to do this by dis- Ay ave oo eos & es Bei = bo at, 
} ' the sight of this record might lead to repentance. regarding God’s commands because it resents the Packed it with his knife, and une it int eh Sta » 
This was at once done through Baruch, Jeremiah’s personal application. There is nothing more serious jing prazier in front. It was like Bi ocietion ec acon 

associate, on a roll of parchment. (2) to-day than the pride or pre udice or sin which pre- en Aa that the sacred books of the Christians s an | 


Warning Reported (vs. 5-15). Jeremiah was unable vents us from hearing, heeding, and obeying God’s i " 
to go himself, owing (probably) to some prohibitio Word. (2) There are modern eremiahs. True be- - a v wis A. lone rose — which 
for he does not seem to have been a prisoner, an lievers will receive, obey, and then proclaim the di- Gid not hurt the prophet, but injured only the child- 
so Baruch is sent to read what was written. This vine word. After listening and_meditating they will ich and wicked king. (3 

carry out into practise what God has commanded. If we do not avon the Word of God in so flag- 


he did first to the people and then. to the princes. : ; a 
Note the striking statement of verse 8, “the words of They know its authority et 1:2), its power (Psa. -ant a fashion, there are modern repetitions of Je- 


the Lord in the Lord’s house.” (3) 19: 1) ry: 16). (9) Matt. 24: 35), and its bless- joiakim’s crime. When the great facts of Scripture 
Warning Realized (vs. 9). The princes were uf ok is are called in question, or when its chapters and verses 
d heard, and deter- IV. The Heart of the Lesson are dissected by a critical science which is strangely 


chearly impressed by. what they 
mined to tell the king. After they had made sure Because of the truth of the Golden Text there are lacking in devoutness and reverence, or when its sen- 
d. tences are quoted flippantly and lightly, or when its 


that the words had come from God through his au- : : : , 
our things for us to do in relation to God's Word. humbling truths are rejected by the pride of our in- 


thorized prophet they urged Baruch to hide himself : 
and Jeremiah, lest the Enowledge of their where- mi 7 bene oe 1 tellect and the pride of our will, or when we are up 
abouts should lead to capture and perhaps death. . The Mime to learn. in arms against its way of salvation, we are surely 
See verse 26. (4) 2. The Conscience to heed. following in the footsteps of the audacious and fool. . 
Warning Rehearsed (vs. 20, 21). Then they told 3. The Heart to love. ish king of Judah. It is God himself who lives and 
the king what had happened, but kept back the roll 4. The Will to obey. ° moves, speaks and pleads and warns and commands, 
in the Holy Book; and any slight we inflict on it is 


until the king asked for it, and it was read to him. : : Senate ; 
Thus Jehoiakim had God’s message in all its plain- PP eat ao] a. soewe © re at ie i a wound dealt against him. (4 
46). Again, we see God and the kin 


ness and force. g 
Warning Rejected (vs. 22-26). The reading had . . Jehoiakim gained nothing at al by his fatuous per- 
' not proceeded far before the king began to destroy V. Leading Questions — versity. If the majority of the princes were too sub- 
the roll, thereby showing his contempt for the truth. What was | s character as suggested by ervient and cowardly to tell him that he was wrong, 

Nor was the slightest fear felt by the king or his this lesson? See also Jeremiah 22: 13-19. he roused three of their better-minded companions to 

_ servants. The appeal (v. 25) was also unavailing, Explain the action of the king. open protest. Nor was he allowed to wreak his 
and still more an effort was made to take Jeremiah = What was the secret of Jeremiah’s courage? anger upon Baruch and Jeremiah, for the Lord hid 
and Baruch. In all this it is impossible to avoid What is the value of the written over the spoken them —‘‘cast the lap of His cloak” ver them, as in 
the moors and mosses of Ayrshire and Galloway he 


noticing the res contrast between the attitude ous? 
: of the father (2 Chron. 34) to the Word of God ae ‘ , bade his mists come down to shelter Alexander Peden 
. and that of the son. (6 What did Christ mean in Matthew 24: 35. from the pursuit of Claverhouse and the dragoons. 
Warning Repeated (vs. 27-32). But the king’s ac- PHILADELPHIA. And, still less, did the king blunt the edge of the 
tion was at once futile and fatal. Futile, because to w divine message, or free himself from its lash and 
destroy the record was not to destroy the truth. God’s scourge. Jeremiah took a fresh parchment, and in 
will is indestructible, and is therefore altogether — Nec Tamen Consumebatur it Baruch inscribed all those words which the shamed 
i i and calcined roll had contained ; and there wete added 


arate from the particular form in which it may : 

embodied. And the king’s action was also fatal, be- By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. besides unto them many like words. (5) 

cause God’s power was assured and irrevocable (vs: i : So he is always defeated who presumes to con- 

29-31). Not only was the roll re-written, but other T WAS winter in Jerusalem. In the southern wing tend with God: He only reaps confusion upon con- 

words of God were added to it. (7) of King Jehoiakim’s palace a fire of charcoal fusion for himself, and sinks from one depth to a 
Devotional Reading : Isaiah 40: 1-8: (1) The call, was kindled. It burned in its brazier, and kept more hopeless depth. Therefore let us kiss the Son, 

verses I, 2; (2) The message, verses 3-5; (3) the as- the cold away; just as, long afterwards, in the chill lest he be angry and we perish from the way, when 

surance, verses 6-8. N. B.—The Word of ed is the Of @ raw morning in March or April, the servants his wrath is kindled but a little. For, if they destroy 

main theme of these verses, verses 1, 3, 5, 8 - o cs, Ragged war ye Pgrene: woe ae pes ey wee fight apuan Him, blessed are all 
Books.—Jeremiah in Pulpit Commenta Funk o e fire at which they stood and warmie them- they that put their trust in nim. 

_ dock feeniah fe Pelee Come Tra ina sieoen poet ' 

only in sets); Davis Bible Dictionary for names of Jeremiah, the prophet of God, had none of the ny 


persons and places (Westminster Press, Philadel- .omforts of the : 
; . : ag’ 3 palace. He was shut up, a prisoner a “ 
hia, $4) ; Jeremiah, in “Representative Men of the whom his enemies watched; although he was not so The’ One-Minute Mission Talk 


ible,” by Matheson (Geo. H. Doran Co., New York, fettered that he could not, when danger threatened 
$1-25) : 4 on Characters, by wate Se mre make good his escape. Meanwhile, his ‘Lord was with By Homera Homer-Dixon 
. Revell Co., New Yor »,, 1-25 a vol.), and “Jere- him, and no iron bars could cage his spirit. ee 
_miah, Priest and Prophet,” by Meyer (Revell, $1). s AM shut up .. . therefore go thou... » said 
Il. Reference Material So, first, we see God and the prophet. ; Jeremiah, thus voicing the thought of substitute 
: _We are taken into Jeremiah’s workshop. A dis- missionaries. Many of God’s dear children are “shut 
Isaiah 55:8-11; Matthew 5:17-19 ciple was with him — Baruch, the son of Neriah. He up” by circumstances that prevent them from going 
was, what in later days Tertius or Titus or Luke was to the foreign field; but it is possible for them to send 


1. Isaiah 55:8-11. (1) The divine will, verses 8, 

9; (2) the divine assurance, verses 10, 11; (3) the to Paul, his secretary and amanuensis, setting down others with the wonderful words of life. The con- 

divine promise, verses 12, 13.. N. B.—Note the ap- ona roll of parchment the words he dictated. Im- trast is before us, that to-day the heathen receive 

propriateness to Jeremiah’s circumstances. measurably important these words were. They had the message gladly almost everywhere, and do not 
2. Matthew 5: 17-19. The Word of God in the 4 divine origin. They were God’s words, given di- destroy it, as Jehoiakim did. The following 

light of Christ's coming. (1) Fulfilment, verse 17; rectly to the prophet. They came from afar, and letter is typical of many received by. the Rev. 

(2) permanence, verse 18; (3) faithfulness, verse 19. Jeremiah uttered them as he received them from the Charles Posnet, of Medak, Nizam’s Dominions, India, 

Lord whose ambassador he_was. They carried such from outcaste villages: 


’ Ill. The Graded Topics solemn significance, too, God’s delight is to speak R : : 

1. Intermediate and Senior: A King Who Scorned not judgments but mercies and compassions and 100- _ “To Padre Posnet Sahib: We are like children lost 
God’s Word. In all ages men’s characters have been torations, the love which bears and forbears and for- in the jungle, and our lamp has gone out. When we 
revealed by their treatment of Scripture. Either it gives. But sometimes the sins of men leave him no WEre all dying of influenza the teacher came and did 
has been loved and followed, or hated and opposed. choice, and perforce he must be the Judge. So it was never counte help, and saved too many of us, never 
This difference began in Eden (Gen. 3: 1), and is now. Against Israel, and against Judah, and against fearing anything. So then we threw away all the 
seen in the Bible (Psa. 119 contrasts the two atti- all the nations, the message was pronounced which idols from our houses, for we had a mind to p wer 
tudes), and all through Church history. So there are Jehovah taught Jeremiah, and Jeremiah Baruch. Yet, ship Mr. Jesus. But we have no lamp_in this dar 
great principles underlying this story. (1) Revela- even here, there were relentings of God’s gracious jungle, for the teacher lives far away. Send us some 
tion. God has spoken (Heb. 1:1, 2) ; the message is heart. Jt may be, he said with a_ wistful yearning, On to tell us how to worship Mr. Jesus. 

1) “We are putting this petition at your feet; 


; 

l in writing and available (2 Tim. 3: 16); and is both the house of Judah will hear, and will return. ( 

; clear and urgent. (2) Reception, Some acknowledge No doubt, Jeremiah had a special inspiration which (Signed) 

e its authority (vs. 4-12), heed its warning (Psa. 19: we are not permitted to share. But, none the less, Musxurt Rayanna, the Village Guard 

5 11), and find in it safety and satisfaction (Psa. 19: we must resemble him if we would convey to our SunKuRI RAJALINGAM, the Village Tax-gatherer 
5 7-10). (3) Rejection. _ Others refuse it deliberately fellows any authentic word of the Lord. It is es- Bacart PosHEcA, the Luggage Carrier.” 

i and even, like Jehoiakim, wilfully. They are cool, sential that we should listen before we speak, and : a . 

4 Six dollars a month supports a native evangelist or 


calm, and unmoved as they despise and try to de- that what we d k should fi t f : : 
y despise and try to what we do speak should first come to us Tram teacher. Who will send a substitute to preach Christ 


stroy God's message. But parchment is one thing; God himself. It is indispensable that we declare the 
gyn oy another. Men can burn the manuscript stern things of the heavenly oracles as faithfully as yonder? 
ut not the message. They can alter or destroy the the tender things. Yet we must do this, not harshly, Nracara Fats, Can. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Inspiration.—Baruch wrote from the 
mouth of Jeremiah all the words... 
Jehovah ... had spoken unto him (v. 4). 
You may remember I have often said 
that if I were a young man and had an 
ambition to go-up in the world I should 
study stenography and typewriting and 
good manners and then get a_job with 
some Captain of Industry or Captain of 
Something, by my merit and my good 
address. I should then lay my mind 
right alongside of his mind. wet as Mr. 

ilson said when he asked Mr. Lansing, 
Secretary of State, to resign, because he 
“wanted a mind to go along with his 
mind’! Yes, a job like that would be 
glorious and promising. But how much 
more glorious and Bap ewes would it be 
to lay your mind alongside of God’s 
mind and write at God’s dictation. This 
is what Jeremiah did, and what many 
a servant of God before and since has 
done (Exod. 24: 4; 2 Tim. 3: 16). When 
I take my pad to write one of these les- 
sons which arto be read by so many 
thousands of Sunday-school folks and 
then to be passed on to other thousands, 
my prayer always is that the words may 

God’s dictation. When the lesson is 
printed and one and another write in 
to say the lesson “has been so helpful,” 
I am sure that I have been only the fel- 
low who held the pencil. One day one 
of the great bankers of his city sent 
me a note written upon the unused side 
of an old envelope he had in his pocket 
saying, “Your lesson of this week has 
made me a Christian, and I hasten here 
on the trolley car to tell you so, in 
this spontaneous way.” I never made 
that lesson. God gave it. It is the same 
when we stand and teach. We open our 
mouths and God fills them. Man’s words 
don’t amount to much. (1) 


The “Kings” and “Princes.” —J chudi 
read it in the ears of the king, and... 
the princes (v. 21). “Well, I got him 
told, didn’t I?” is a colloquialism we hear 
every day. in the marketplace when some- 
body has put something up to some other 
one. I am firmly under the impression 
that here in this land of ours no man 
goes to destruction without. warning. 
God sees to it that high and low, kings, 
princes, and peasants are “told.” After 
having been “told” it is for every hearer 
to decide for the good or evil side. “If 
I had not come and spoken unto them, 
they had not had sin” (John 15:22). 
No greater blessing can come to “kings” 
and “princes,” the high and mighty ones, 
— those who live in the fine palaces in 
the suburbs where the great green lawns 
shine in flower and foliage under the 
summer sun—and where domestic heart- 
burn illuminates the social sky,—yes, no 
greater blessing can come to these “royal” 
preserves than the Word of God. (I’m 
glad I don’t have to parse that sentence!) 
The “kings” and the “princes” have 
everything they need for joy and happi- 
ness but the One Thing. They are like 
the millionaire in the big hotel with a 
spoiled stomach, Surrounded with every- 
thing, but of all men most miserable. 
What are terrapin and lobster and all 
masterpieces of culinary art to the man 
without an appetite? And what of the 
“kings” and “princes” with spoiled hearts 
and with no appetite for good things? 
What unspeakable fun if those big autos 
are loaded up with the washerwoman’s 
youngsters or the kids from Back Street, 
and you take them over to-Valley Forge 
and tell them the story of Freedom’s 
awful winter. And hundreds of other 
good things you will do when the Word 
of God gets into your sour, dollared 
heart and tones it up to the heavenly 
sweetness, 

Between the Plow Handles.—The king 
cut it with the penknife, and cast it into 
the fire (v. 23). If I have told this one 
before it was long ago. The Reverend 
Mr. Smartie had been busy for some time 
cutting the old Book to pieces with his 
German snickersnee: He had cut out 
and burned Jonah, Daniel, parts of Isa- 
jah, the Virgin Birth, the miracles, and 
sundry other portions. As in most such 
churches, finances became a little pinched. 
So the trustees met together and de- 
cided that since the parson did not have 
so much of the Book to preach any more, 
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his salary should be reduced accordingly. 
Some days later Mr. Smartie notified 

trustees that after reading The Sunday 
School Times and other authors, and es- 
pecially the Busy Men’s Corner, he-was 
ready to accept the old Book from cover 
to cover! But joking aside, is there any- 
thing morexboneheaded and fatuous than 
for a man who has made the sacrifices 
necessary for the splendid calling of ahe 
ministry to court the penknife and fire 
frame of mind? Think of any sane man 
deliberately starting in to undermine the 
foundation of his own house—the house 
upon which he has spent all he had and 
could borrow. Think of a man delib- 
erately dressing his saw to cut off the 
limb of the tree of life, upon whose outer 
branches he is roosting! Just as this 
foolish king thought to destroy the only 
» power that could save him and his coun- 
try. The man who, hearing God's call, 
takes up the hard-working, self-denying, 
faith-following life of a minister, with 
its starvation pay, should when deter- 
mined to take up the intellectual book 
cutting, quit preaching and get a job 
where he can make some money. There 
is nothing for him down here or up 
there (Luke 9:62). (2) 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
how shall we thank thee for thy Word! 
Surely not by contempt for it, and not by 
denying that it is thy Word. We do thank 
thee for its source in thy mind and will ahd 
loving purposes for man. We would learn 
its facts, its deep lessons more fully. May 
we humbly and earnestly search its pages, 
receive its warnings, encouragements, great 
truths, and all its messages to man as in- 
deed from thee. Teach us how to apply that 
Word to our daily lives, and to make it plain 
to others. In the name of the Living Word, 
Christ Jesus, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A good many folks 
are daring to do. to-day what Jehoia- 
kim did in our lesson. If they do not 
entirely cut to pieces and burn up the 
Bible, they put aside parts of it as not 
really God’s Word, and make a ragged 
book of it. The real trouble with a 
ood many folks is found in their be- 
ief that they can decide for themselves 
what is true in the Bible. Then, too, a 
good many have ideas of their own, 


—“— 


which they could 


Yet 


if ae all p 
ough all the centuries since they. 


not comfortably hold, 
that the Bible teaches. 


were written by inspired writers, tise 
books have stood the test of study and 


of a 


lying them 


to our lives, and the 


test of other records, having to do with 


the same hi 
Bible books. 
and quietly in the Bible as the Word 

God. ery mgs has proved the 
truthfulness of the Bibl 


as men have searched in Bible lands for 


of 


atuey that is given in the 
e 


can rest confidently 


le more and more 


the records of the distant past. We who 


love the Book are not mistaken. 


It is 


God’s Word. What is the Golden -Text? 
Yes, and it is not for us to destroy, but 


to believe. 


Let us pray. 











ESTING 


EACHING 
RUSTING 


BELIEVE! 


Go's Word 








Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“God is working 


His purpose out.” 


“O word of God Incarnate.” 

“More about Jesus.” 

“The Spirit breathes upon the word.” 
“Glorious things of thee are spoken.” 


“How firm a foundation. 


“Standing on the 
“Trust and obey.” 


(References in par 


rical Psalm Boo 


also some other 
Songs No. 
terian Boar 


of Pub 


” 


promises.” 


entheses are to the met- 
set to music, including 


arts of Scripture, “Bible 
’ published by United Presby- 


lication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 


Psalm 119 : 113-120 (246 : 1-3). 
Psalm 102: 1-28 (204 : 1-3). 
Psalm 99 : 1-9 (198 : 1-3). 
Psalm 19 : 7-14 (36 : 1-3). 
Psalm 73 : 1-28 (159 : 1-3). 


The Illustration Round -Table 


LLUSTRATIONS 
School Times thre 


of the date of the lesson. 


must reach The Sunday 
e full months in advance 
If coming later 


they mar not be considered at all. not 
u 


submit i 


strations 


without first securing a 


circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 


this department. 


One dollar is offered fos 


every anecdotal lesson illustration used, an 


two dollars for the best one each 


week, 


Short illustrations, of from 75 to 15@ words, 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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are preferred. will be accepted 
See mnie ee 
stand a Cotene cman of than 
illustrations on the Golden T 

“It Does Speak!”—Read ... the 
words. of Jehovah in the ears of the 


people Cv. 6). A touching story is told 
of an old chief in the New Hebrides who 
was watching Dr. Paton one day at work 
on the printing of the New Testament in 
the Aniwan language. “Does it speak?” 
uired the olf man referring to the 
ook. “Yes,” said Paton, “it can talk 
now in your own language.” “Let it speak 
to me,” said the man; “let me hear it 
speak.”- Paton read a few lines. “It 
does speak!” cried the man. “Oh, give 
it tome!” He grasped the Book, turned 
it over and over, and cried in pleasure, 
“Make it speak to me again!” Is not 
this the first work of the Church —to 
make the Book speak?—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Lei- 
cester, Eng. (1) 


The Wreckers’ Request.—And they 
were not afraid, nor rent their garments 
(v. 24). A Governor of the Bahamas, 


promised to do his best to procure from 
Home Government any favor the 
colonists might desire. And what, think 
you, was their unanimous reply? “Tell 
them to tear down the lighthouses, they 
are ruining the colony.” The men were 
wreckers, and therefore hated the light! 
What were all the early persecutions but 
| desperate attempts to tear down the 
lighthouses? - But the light of God’s 
ord still shines —From an Official Re- 
port. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham 
Hill, London, Eng. (2) 


What to Do When Criticized.—Then 
took -Jeremiah another roll, and gave it 
to Baruch,... who wrote therein... 
all the words of the book which Jehoia- 
kim king of Judah had burned in the fire 
(v. 32). judge who was occasionally 
on circuit at a certain town ‘was always 
sure of being annoyed“by some sneering 
remarks from .a ‘self-conceited lawyer. 
After one such occasion, some one asked 
the judge at dinner why he didn’t come 
down strong on the fellow. The judge 
dropped his knife and fork, placed his 
chin on his hands and his elbows on the 
table, as if to give emphasis to his story, 
and said, “Up in our town there. lives 
, a widow who has a dog which, whenever 
the moon shines, goes out upon the steps 
and barks and barks away at it all night.” 
Stopping short, he quietly began eins 
again. One of the company asked, “Well, 
judge, what about the dog and the 
moon?” “Oh, the moon kept on shin- 
ing,” he said, “that is all.’_—From the 
Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Leicester, Eng, 


Quite Safe.—The word of our God 
shall stand forever (Golden Text). It 
was in a Chicago police station. Half 
a dozen officers were there, watching 
with keen interest a stirring scene. At 
one end of the room stood a quiet, firm- 
faced man in citizen’s clothes. At the 
other end stood a big policeman. “I’m 
ready, any time,” said the man in citi- 
zen’s clothes. Slowly the big policeman 
drew'a revolver from his hip pocket, 
aimed steadily at the man who had 
spoken, and fired point blank at his 
breast. “Again,” said the quiet man, 
smiling serenely. The policeman fired 
again, and again, till he had emptied his 
revolver. Then they all crowded around 
the man who received the shots. He was 
still smiling and erect. Unbuttoning his 
coat, he showed beneath it a heavy 
quilted vest, a bullet-proof vest. “I am 
impregnable,” says the Christian, “Shoot 
at me all you wish, My Bible is invul- 
nerable. I believe in it. Test it and me 
together.”—From.the Christian Evangel- 
ist. Sent by Leslie E. Dunkin, West La- 
fayette, Ind. Prize illustration, (3) 


The Deathless Word.—The word of 
our God shall stand forever (Golden 
Text). A little Persian girl’s father was 
killed by rabid Mohammedans for daring 
to ride on his donkey carrying Persian 
Bibles into Moslem villages where no 
missionary had ever had time to go. “But 
now,”. they gloated wickedly, “now, by 
this man’s death, we have stopped the 
Christian religion from spreading.” But 
the colporteur’s young daughter secretly 
stuffed a bag full of little Persian Bibles 











who was about to return to England, ~ 




































































































































Lesson for June 4 
Jeremiah 36 


and grain for the donkey; then she 
the across the donkey's back, phe 
herself up on top of it, and cantered off 
to the hot little Christless villages. “They 
may kill my father’s body,” she whis- 
pered to the yellow desert sands, “but 
they cannot kill the Bibles of my father’s 
God!”—From “Lamplighters Across the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





dehoikim tries to destroy 
Gods Word 


Vs, 22,23, 24. 


7 


any, 


eS ‘Vv. 32. _S. 


Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


It is a great lesson with which to show 
the imperishable character of God’s Word — 


even the Word in its printed form. No other | 


book has been so viciously, so persistently, 


set upon, to destroy it. It has been torn, it | 


has been burned, it has been ground 
powder and scattered to the four winds; yet 
the Bible has thrived on such. treatment. 





Sea,” Margaret Applegarth. Sent b 
Peale 3 Fisk, Boo le, N.Y. . 


ce aeiehing God’s Word. — The 
word Faw God shall stand forever 
(Golden Text). When a certain man 
wrote a book against the Bible a few 
years ago, a skeptic met a plain Chris- 
tian man and said to him, “There’s an 
extinguisher put upon your Bible now.” 
“Ah,” said he, “we have had many ex- 
tinguishers put upon our Bible, but they 
have all proved to wooden extin- 
guishers, and _light has burned 
thro them, and it now shines more 
brightly than ever.”—From “God’s Won- 
derful Lamp,” by the Rev. G. S. Hornby. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacutnc.—People should 
honor and obey God’s Word. 


Review.—When God's temple was 
cleaned and part of the Bible was found 
there, it was carried to og Scar who 
was anxious to hear God’s Word. Some 
of the messages troubled him, but he 
called the people to meet at God’s house 
to hear what was written in the book. 
Then King ) osiah prepared a great Pass- 
over feast for seven days, and the peo- 
ple heard the reading of the book. 

His son, Jehoiakim, was very differ- 
ent, for he did not care about God’s laws. 
So God sent a prophet, Jeremiah, to 
speak to the people when they came to 
worship in the temple. Jeremiah said, 
Unless you obey the voice of Jehovah 
this land shall be given to strangers and 
the people carried away. 


Lesson Story—One day God said to! 


Jeremiah, Write my messages on a roll, 
so that they may be kept; perhaps the 
people will listen to them and be sorry, 
so that I may forgive them. 

Jeremiah’s: secretary, Baruch, wrote 
what Jeremiah told him. When the roll 
was finished, Jeremiah said to Baruch, I 
am shut-up here so that I cannot go to 
God’s house to talk to the people. You 
take this roll and read it to them on the 
fast day; perhaps they will be sorry and 
pray to be forgiven. 

So Baruch went and read God’s mes- 
sages to: the people. Another time he 
read it to some men who were gathered 
near the entrance of the new gate. One 
of the men who heard it that day went 
to King Jehoiakim’s house, where the 
princes were gathered. He told them 
about the roll which Baruch had read 
to the people. The princes wanted to 
hear it, so they sent a messenger to ask 
Baruch to come and bring the roll. When 
Baruch came, the princes said, Sit down 
now atid read the roll to us. 

When they heard it they were trou- 
bled, and said, We will. surely tell the 
king these words. Then they asked 
Baruch, How did. you write this roll? 
He said, Jeremiah spoke these words 
to me, and I wrote them with ink in 
the book. Then the princes said, You 
and Jeremiah had better hide and let no 
man know. where you are. 

Then the princes went to King Jehoia- 


‘o| kim’s court to tell him about the roll, 
| but they left it outside in a safe place. 


Long since, its enemies have despaired of | The king wanted to hear it, so a messen- 


destroying the printed book, and in later cen- 
turies they have resorted to refutation, ridi- 
cule, and destructive criticism. Kings, sci- 
entists, philosophers, atheists, agnostics, 
men of wealth, men of learning, men of in- 
fluence and power, even men masquerading 
as ministers of the Gospel, have endeavored 
to discredit it, in whole or in part; yet to- 
day the Bible after fifteen hundred years is 
still the world’s “best ‘seller,” the world’s 
most universally loved and revered book, the 
world’s most widely acknowledge best phil- 
osophy of life, thé world’s greatest comfort 
and hope, in all literature. 

So much for the Book. 

What a colossal piece of hardihood that 
must be, which, like Jehoiakim, would think 
to stay God’s judgments, or crush his Spirit 
as set forth in that book! A king and his 
penknife, surrounded by his “unafraid” 
princes and servants, cutting and burning 
the Word of God, make a pathetic picture 
indeed; but there is yet a more pathetic one: 
it is the man in this day of grace to whom 
the Bible is a closed book, either through 
neglect or wilfulmess, and who thinks to es- 
cape its judgments by ignoring its teachings. 


Greensporo, N. C. 











ger was sent to bring the roll, which was 
read to the king while the princes stood 
near. 

It was a chilly winter day, so a little 
open fire was burning near King Jehoia- 
kim. He did not like what he heard, 
but became angry when he heard three 
or four leaves. He would not honor and 
obey God’s messages, like his father King 
= He slashed the roll with his pen- 

nife and threw the pieces into the fire 
and watched them burn. He did not 
feel afraid to burn up all the roll. 
hen Jehoiakim ordered messengers to 
arrest Jeremiah and Baruch, but they 
were hidden so well that they could not 
find them. 

When Jeremiah-and Baruch heard that 
Jehoiakim had burned all the roll they 
wondered what they should do. God 
sent this message: Take another roll 
and write in it all that was in the first 
roll, and add some extra things about 
Jehoiakim because he destroyed my mes- 
sages. He shall have no son to be king 
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after him; he must be punished so that 
he will know that what you wrote will 
come true. 

It was a big job to write the roll again, 
but Jeremiah and Baruch worked pa- 
tiently and made another roll. The més- 
sages which they wrote have been kept 
in the Old Testament in the book of 
oo“ which is a long book. (Show 
it. 


After the Story.—Close the book and 
show the words “Holy Bible” printed on 
the cover. It is the best book in the 
world because it contains God’s messages 
to all people and teaches the right way 
to live. To-day’s memory verse says, 
be law do I love. 

ne day a little girl visited her friend 
and was invited to stay for supper. She 
was hardly big enough to sit on a din- 
ing chair, so one of the children went to 
the sitting-room and was bringing the 
big Bible to put on her chair. When 
father noticed it he said, We would not 
wish to sit on the Bible; can’t you find 
another big book? The Bible was car- 
ried back and the dictionary was brought 
for the little girl to sit on. Father taught 
the children that the Bible deserved the 
best place, and that they must be care- 
ful not to cover it with school-books and 


“Holy Bible! Baqok Divine! 
Precious treasure. thou art mine.” 


Peoria, Itt, 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 








How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Jehoiakim’s reign in Judah. 
2. Jeremiah’s part of the Bible in the 
making. 
3. Destroying.God’s Word. 
4. The Book re-made. 











OCATE Jehoiakim on the outline used 

last Sunday—the second one of 
those last four kings of Judah, the sec- 
ond one also of Josiah’s weak sons who 
reigned in their good father’s room 
and undid, as far as they could, all the 
splendid reforms of Josiah. Jehoiakim | 


was a vassal king, depending upon the . 


king of Egypt for protection against the | 
ever-increasing power of the king of 
Babylon, vainly enough, for his short 
reign of eleven years only advanced the 
gare of his country in every way, | 
1 

He was a leader in all the selfish sins 
of his time, — idleness, luxury, disregard 
of the word of Jehovah as it was com- 
ing, fresh and powerful, through Jere- | 
miah the prophet, idolatry, which flour- 
ished alongside the renewed temple wor- 
ship which Josiah had re-established so 
earnestly — and was even a murderer of 
one of the prophets (Jer. 26: 20-24). ‘The 
brief summing up of his wicked reign is 
maven in 2 Kings 23: 34 to 24:7 and 2 
thronicles 36:1-8, but God’s judgment 
upon him is pronounced, before his 
death, by Jeremiah in his twenty-second 
chapter. Have at least verses 13-19 read 
aloud to your girls. (2) 


2. In such dreadful times as this Jere- 
miah lived and worked, speaking out 
with a courage never surpassed by any 
spokesman for God, the word of God as 
it was given him to speak, yet with a sor- 
row so deep for those against whom he 
was obliged to speak as to mark him a 
man of gentleness rather than of wrath. 

And not only did Jeremiah speak to 
and for his own time, but to him God ' 
entrusted a large share in the making 
of his Book, his Word, for all times 
and all peoples, and equally faithful was 
this man to this great task. (3) 

Your girls will find an answer to many , 
of their thoughts as to how the Bible was | 
actually written by a careful study of 
Jeremiah 36, for therein we see the 
prophet at work upon this very book 
we call by his name, writing down the 
a words God had spoken unto him. 

aking a roll or scroll upon which to 
write, he called to his aid a secretary, 
or scribe, one Baruch, who sayse (36: 18), 
“He pronounced all these words unto 
me with his mouth, and I wrote them 
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with ink in the book,” —just the usual 
process as to physical details, but those 
words were the very ones God had 
“spoken unto Jeremiah against Israel, 
and against Judah, and against all the 
pations, from the days of Josiah, even 
unto this day,” the day of Jehoiakim (36: 
2). These “words” or messages had al- 
ready been spoken in Jerusalem, serving 
the people of that day; now they were to 
be preserved for all men and all days 
containing God's ag with men upon 
which we may judge his’ dealings with 
(8) through which we may know him. 


3. When this great task was completed 
Jeremiah comn.anded Baruch to read 
this book once more in the ears of all 
the people in Jehovah’s house, whither 
the prophet could not go, being forbid- 


den for his very boldness in speaking . 


there these very words upon former oc- 
casions. Baruch waited for a fast to be 
proclaimed, that he might have a larger 
audience — note that the temple worship 
was going on regularly, and doubtless 
sincerely on the part of some, even while 
the majority were following the king’s 


idolatrous leadership—and one among | 


his listeners ran with the news of it to 
those who were not there, but were sit- 
ting in the king’s winter palace, taking 
their ease, while the people agonized over 
their dreadful situation. 

When the king heard the news he in 
turn commanded the book to be brought 
and read to him, as he sat by a burning 
brazier, in his winter palace, and as he 
listened to its burning words he cut off 
its “leaves,” or “columns,” with his pen- 
knife and burned them in his brazier! 
Thinking he could destroy God’s eternal 
Word by violence to the parchment upon 
which it was written! The utter inso- 
lence of the act is made plain by the 
absence of all fear at the deed, not only 
on the part of Jehoiakim, but, following 
his example, none was felt by any of the 
other listeners, though fhree of them had 
begged him not to burn the roll, to their 
credit be it noted. Jehoiakim’s orders 
to imprison both Jeremiah and Baruch 
were frustrated by God himself, even 
as he provided for the re-making of the 
book, which will be your 


Home Study 


Found in reading Jeremiah 36: 26-32.’ 


Decatur, Ga. 
ww 


From the Boys’ Lookout 


By Paul Teas 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
A story from the Illustration Round- 
Table. 

Do we ever display the king’s brand 
of foolishness? 

Cutting up and burning God’s Word 
to-day. 

Questions for the boys to answer for 
themselves, 











T FITS so well into to-day’s text that 

it will bear telling again: that story 
from the Illustration Round-Table about 
the Hindu who was told by an English- 
man that the water he had been drink- 
ing was alive with deadly germs. To 
prove it, the Briton showed the Indian a 
few drops of the water under a micro- 
scope. The native couldn’t stand the 
sight of the swarming, wriggling mass; 
so he smashed the lens to bits and went 
on drinking water! (1) 

For King Jehoiakim to destroy a piece 
of God’s Word, simply because it carried 
a message of warning and reproof 
against sin, would have been vastly more 
ridiculous, even if there had not been 
any consequences more serious tied up 
with it; the utter silliness of it will come 
to the boys as they read on to verse 28. 
God’s word isn’t “put out of the way” 
that easily. He simply had Jeremiah 
write the same message over again. For 
emphasis, have the best reader in your 
class ready with Isaiah 40:8. And on 
top of that, the headstrong and hot-tem- 

ered king “got his” just the same, any- 
ow (vs. 30, 31). aa 

Yet God was speaking to the evil king 
and people in the deepest love; he wanted 
to save, not to punish. The trouble was 
with the way the message was received. 
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Boys who get angry when parents, 
teachers, pastors, and others sincere 
interested are trying to help them, aren't 
far out of Jehoiakim’s class. Unless they 
show a willingness to listen and learn 
they are in danger of coming to the 
king’s “finish.” e teachers can have 
no nobler penis and duty than that 
of being the right sort of | miohgrenyell 
to our boys. And God will show us ex- 
actly what “the right sort” is, if we ask 
often enough and earnestly enough (1 
Thess. 5:17). (2) 

As king, Jehoiakim should have been 
away above doing evil things that could 
possibly be excused in one of his ignor- 
ant subjects; just so, the Christian carries 
the extra responsibility of “showing the 
Master” in his everyday living. hat 
goes for every one of our boys, as well 
as for us olders. 

Your class will readily agree that 
there are still plenty of ways in which 
young folks can cut up God’s Word and 
throw the pieces into the fire. (3) 

Have them tell you what some of 
those ways are, then perhaps you can add 
to the list. First, of course, the things 


that are clear outside the pale; then the | 


“border-line” things,— worldly amuse- 
ments, and the like; finally things that 
look, and are, all right in themselves, 
but may lead to others that aren’t. For 
example, ask the boys what they really 
think of staying out so late Saturday 
night as to oversleep Sunday morning, 
either missing class altogether or com- 
ing in half-dead after the session has be- 
gun; and then going home again before 
church! (4) 





This lesson is especially rich in ques- | 


tion material of a sort boys enjoy. 


A! 


few are suggested here, in addition to | 


those discussed above. If you will make 
up and use your own, so much the bet- 
ter: 

Why ought the king and princes: to 
have “rent their garments” at the de- 
struction of the Word? (v. 24.) What 
are the signs of a hardened and “stifled” 
conscience, such as the king had? Do you 
think people nowadays ever get so they 
entirely lose the sense of right and 
wrong? If so, what causes it and what 
can cure it? How would you go about 
helping another fellow to “come back,” 
if you knew he was going wrong? 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


(To be assigned in advance for home- 
work.) 


Did the princes and the king (v. 1) 
realize how they were sinking to ruin? 
Why do you think so? 

Could God’s plans for Jerusalem have 
been served as well without his allowing 
Jeremiah to be thrown into the pit? 

Are we in America in danger of sink- 
ing to ruin and destruction like the peo- 
ple of Jerusalem? Why? 

What are some of the bad habits that 
could pull you and me down and finally 
sink us in the mud? 

Do you think this whole lesson may 
have been. intended as a prophecy, an 
Jeremiah and Ebedmelech as types of 
some one: to come in later ages? If so, 
whom did they represent? 

Hupson, Ono. 


To Honor the American Revisers 


LALS a century ago, on October 4, 
1872, at the call of their brethren of 
the Church of England, a small band of 
Biblical scholars, chosen from the lead- 
ing American universities and theolog- 
ical seminaries, met in New York to un- 
dertake the translation. and revision of 
the Holy Scriptures; fortunate indeed 
in having. at their command for trans- 
lation, for the first time, three sacred 
manuscripts of comparatively recent dis- 
covery —the Sinaitic, the Alexandrian, 
and the Vatican. 

In the ensuing thirty years, from 1871- 
1901, during which these scholars were 
engaged in their work, a flood of new 
light was thrown upon the history of the 
Bible. Excavations in Egypt, Syria, Bab- 
ylonia, Judea, and Arabia were produc- 
tive of many new facts; the discovery 
of old sculptures and whole libraries of 
ancient dynasties, found in long buried 
cities of the past, helped to clear up Bible 
passages which were formerly obscure, 


| 





| Wed.—Abraham as a Friend (Ger. 14 : 1-16). 
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owing to defects of earlier translations. 

_The many years of translation and re- 
vision, to which they devoted themselves 
without thought of financial reward, re- 
sulted in the publication of the present 
widely accepted American Standard 
Bible, the first copy of which came from 
the press in I9o1. 

A request for letters or other docu- 
ments relating to the work of the Amer- 
ican Bible Revision Committee is now 
made by Thomas Nelson & Sons, Sno 
lishers, of 381 Fourth Avenue, New York 
City, providing the information con- 
tained therein might properly be incor- 
porated in a forthcoming history deal- 
ing with the labors of the American 
Committee. 

The premneed volume will be the first 
comprehensive history of the work of the 
American Revision, and will be issued 
coincident with exercises marking the 
Fiftieth Anniversary of the first meeting 
of the Committee. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Bessie E. Stockwell 





4 
June 1. Team-Work: Helps and Hindrances. 
Neh, 2: 17-20; 3:28; 4:6. 


June 18. Cultivating Contentment. Phil, 4: 
10-20. 
June 25. Duties: What They Are, and How 


to Do Them. Eph. 4: 25-32; 5:1, 2 
July 2. Better Praying. Matt. 7 : 7-11. (Con- 
secration meeting.) 


Sunday, June 4 


Better Friendships 
(1 Sam. 18 : 1-4; 19 : 1-7) 
(Consecration Meeting) 
Mon.—Friends Who Failed (Job 19: 1-19). 
Earth’s. bitterest cry wag not Job’s, “They 
whom I loved are turned against me,” but 
Christ’s, “My God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” Since Christ has suffered for sin- 
ners their separation from a holy God, the 
believer can never be friendless. 
Tues.—How to Win Friends (Prov. 18 : 24). 
Friends are rarely won. They are the gift 
of God to those who “show themselves 
friendly.” If you lack friends, ask the Lord 
for them. 


* Abrahamth’s love forgave Lot’s selfishness. 
When one has fallen short as a friend, 
how precious the love that forgets and sur- 
vives and trusts again. 

Thurs.—Mutual Help (: Kings 5:1-12). An 
aged saint sometimes asks a young Chris- 
tian, “Has the Lord been good to you?” 
and follows the query with, “Have you 
been good to the Lord?” What a privilege 
to be good to God and to friends! 

Fri—Friends of Jesus (Luke 10 : 38-42). 
“Christ shall make his home in your heart 
as ye have faith.”. We would not ignore a 
guest, but how many hours go by without 
our recognizing Christ’s presence? 

Sat.—Paul’s Good Friend (Acts 23 : 12-22). 
The friend who stands by will never know 
what great catastrophe he may avert. A 
word of sympathy in a crisis time may be 
the making of a life. 


HE Orientals have three covenants, 

the water covenant, the bread cove- 
nant, and the blood covenant. An Arab 
who breaks bread with you will be your 
friend for a long time, but an Oriental 
who exchanges a. drop of blood from his 
wrist for a drop of your blood becomes 
your blood brother forever. 

David must always have remained in 
the shepherd caste unless the Prince of 
Israel had stooped to make him his 
blood brother. Jonathan took from Da- 
vid his humble clothing, put upon him 
the robes and the girdle of a prince, gave 
him his sword, and promised, “Whatso- 
ever thy soul desireth, I will even do 
it for thee.’ When Par = gran realized 
that God had chosen David as the next 
king of Israel, this. splendid Crown 
Prince said to David, “Thou shalt be 
king, and I will be next unto thee.” 

What a perfect picture is Jonathan of 
Christ! The Crown Prince of Heaven 
stooped to make a blood covenant with 
us, lifting us from the station of doomed 
sinners to the place of sons of God, giv- 
ing. us his robe of righteousness and 
the sword of his Spirit. He took our 
place on the cross, shedding all his 
blood, that we might sit upon his throne, 





and he promises whatsoever the surren- 
dered heart desires. 


We shall never be true friends until we 
accept this Best Friend and make this 
blood covenant with him, accepting his 
eternal life and forfeiting to him our 
sin-dodmed body, soul, and spirit. 

The robe of a king’s son manifested 
David’s position to all beholders. Oh, 
that all who see us might know that we 
belong to Christ and are their friends! 
“T’ve found a Friend, oh, such a Friend! 

He bled, He died, to save me; 

And not alone the gift of life, 

But His own self He gave me. 

My heart, my strength, my life, my all, 

Are His, and His forever.” 


Where should we seek our friends ?7— 
If we love Jesus Christ we will only en- 
joy chums who are Christians. Separate 
from worldly companions and God will 
give you precious friends in a way that 
may be surprising. , 

How may we become better friends? 
—Constant association with the Best 
Friend cannot fail to make us better 
friends. Love for Christ will beget love 
for others. 

What do we seek in our friends ?— 
An understanding love is what our 
hearts long for in friends, “a faith that 
will not shrink, though pressed by vicar 
foe.” How we would enjoy our friend- 
mies if we put into them ideal love and 

aith, 


Norwoop, Ox10. 





§ Children at Home 





The Coming of Mahommet 
By Mabel Easton 


OW this is not a tale of the prophet 

nor yet a dissertation on Moham- 
medanism, but merely the story of the 
arrival among us of a little black-eyed, 
dark-skinned lad of eight, and his com- 
ing ‘to us was in this wise? 

hen one lives in the very center of 
Africa, in a world all green and blue and 
black-green, green grasses and trees un- 
der such a blueness of sky, with just lit- 
tle wandering paths, leading out to more 
greenness and blueness,—and everywhere 
—black folk and black folk and black 
folk, why then the passing of one even 
semi-white man is.an event! 

Such an event occurring at our Ba- 
fuka station just now left quite a ripple 
on the surface of our usual quiet routine, 
and left incidentally — Mahommet |! 

It had rained that morning. Rained 
steadily from six A. M. until noon. So 
that there was no morning session in our 
at present roofless schoolhouse —no 
great bustle of work afterward; in fact, 
not a whirr of any of the regular sta- 
tion machinery. 

It was at the end of such a morning, 
when the downpour had subsided into an 
occasional mild little drip, and great, 
ragged patches of blue were strugghing 
through the gray of the sky, when the 
station was gradually rousing to life 
once more, forsaking the tiny hearth- 
fires in its bits of huts and venturing 
forth into the wonderful new-washed 
out-of-doors, —it was then—that our 
Event happened. Came sieng in from 
the main path on a fat little donkey, in 
the shape of one D. Janbek, a little Per- 
sian trader, escorting his business safari 
to the next government post, Dungu. 

Since he knows no Pazandi and the 
Mr. and Mrs. Bwana (white master) 
very little Bangala, which happens to be 
the lingua franca of this particular re- 


gion, my services were impressed as in- 


terpreter, and we all together dined in 
state. 

I had met and traded with this same 
D. Janbek before he moved his shop 
from Dungu to Ndoroma, so we felt like 
old friends. There is something _ ex- 
tremely likable about him always, and es- 
pecially when he smiles. Then his face 
is suddenly alight and his bright black 
eyes fairly radiate friendliness. He re- 
minded me greatly of many of the Ital- 
ian immigrants in our big home cities. 
There is the same swarthiness of skin, 
thatch of coarse black hair, and fierce 
mustachios, the samé squatness of stat- 
ure. 
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We talked largely of matters of 
weather and trade in our queer tri- 
angular conversation. Had he coffee in 
stock? He had, and we all but fell on 
his neck, for our supply was finished, 
and we had been vainly sending to the 
north, east, south, and west for more. 
And sugar? Yes, but the selling was 
“with strength” (expensive), which later, 
when we had indulged in a few pounds, 
we discovered was entirely the truth. 

Presently I remembered that he had a 
black wife and a-small half-caste son. 
I inquired about the child, and the next 
thing we knew we were deep in arrange- 
ments to make Mahommet one of us. 

His father was so very eager, such a 
great love shone out of his black eyes, 
that we hadn’t the heart to refuse, al- 
a we felt it might mean complica- 
10ns, 

There were certain. things we must 
have definitely understood at the outset. 
Firstly, was he a pee of Mohammed? 
He was. Well, then, did he know that 
we were “people of God,” and would 
teach his son the “words of God”? Yes, 
—that_was all right, he was quite will- 
ing. Then, about such practical mat- 
ters as food, clothes, and work. Little 
Mahommet was used to “white” food. 
He had never eaten like a basenji 
omg b His father would provide his 

our, sugar, tea, etc., and gladly pay for 
any extras. He would furnish his clothes, 
and pay for a bey te look after him. 

About work. e explained that we 
expected all our small boys to learn to 
work. That idleness ruined a boy. Here 
the little man wavered. Did we mean to 
hoe in the garden? He was afraid the 
child might cut his foot. He was not 
accustomed to “work of strength.” But 
work for the madamo,—oh, yes. He 


sweep the floor or the verandah, to set , 


the table, any work in the house, he in- 
cluded it all with a single sweeping ges- 
ture, and finished with his brilliant smile. 

And then his face grew a bit wistful, 
as he looked at the madamo., He ex- 
plained. He liked it that there was a 
madamo, He. would not have: left the 
boy had there been no ‘madamo. He 
wanted his child to learn the “wisdom- 
of-the-white-folk,” not to “abide like a 
basenji.” 

So it was settled. Mahommet was to 
come the next evening. We shook hands 
all around, and had bestowed upon us 
each another flashing smile. Then our 
guest mounted his steed and rode on to 
the village of the big chief, Bafuka, 
where he was expecting to remain a few 
days, and whence his safari had already 
preceded him. 

All the next day there were great 
stirrings about the house of the Mr. and 
Mrs. Bwana, and by late afternoon the 
welcoming preparations for Mahommet 
were complete. A little corner of the 

orch had been cosily baka-ed (bam- 

oo-ed) in against the winds and the 
rain. A spot quite large enough to meet 
the needs of any eight-year-old boy. 

But eventide Licesht us no Mahom- 
met, and we wondered. 

Next day was Sunday,. with its usual 
services and the always-so-wonderful 
quiet and sense of nearness to God in the 
midst of these heathen wilds. 

We were about at the close of our 
“white service” service, just we three in 
the sitting-room of the Mr. and Mrs. 
Bwana, when there was a stir of excite- 
ment outside. And there arrived, by 
way of advance guard, two black por- 
ters bearing one large wooden box, one 
large tin trunk, one basket, containing 
two chickens, and one smaller basket 
from which peered a small “puss-puss,” 
whose black hair was. parted so primly 
and so exactly in the middle, away from 
her pointed white face, that we imme- 
diately named her “Emma.” She seemed 
so perfectly Emma-ish. . 

ollowed a lull, while we stood in the 
doorway looking down the path, a self- 
appointed reception committee of three. 
Clip-clap, clip-clap, we heard Mahommet 
almost before we saw him, trudging 
along in his crude leather sandals, about 
three sizes too large for him. He was 
all done up in new, clean kakkii (put- 
tees, trousers, and shirt), the ensemble 
surmounted by a regular troubadour hat 
of brown felt, from,which waved the 
gayest of gay feathers stuck jauntily in 
the band. With a few less years to his 
credit, his close-clipped black hair grown 














































































































































Lesson for June 4 


Jeremiah 36 
_ a bit, with his hat removed, he might 
have ueraded as a ’s cherub, 


“ not slow in making 


. saa! > 
oer. pride 


© 


tempo: 


Close upon his heels came the “father- 
of-him,” and last but not least, some 
few yards behind, the “mamma-of-him” 
resplendent in a turban and yards and 
yards of nta cloth. ; 

We ushered them all in, and forthwith 
became a real party, tho somewhat 
of an embarrassed: one at first. To- fill’ 
up the momentary first-conversational 

ps the Mr. and Mrs. Bwana sang a 
Soe at the sweet-toned little organ. 

en came lime-water and cake, and by 
that time we were very much at home, 
including “Emma,” who had been re- 
leased from her basket prison and was 
friends. . 
~ We showed Monsieur Janbek the lit- 
tle baka-ed porch room antl were _re- 
warded -by a most beaming smile. Then 
he called for the porters with the big 
wooden box, and the big tin trunk, an 

roceeded to unpack. By the time he 
had finished we. were just a bit choked. 
So much of loving thought had gone into 
those two ordinary boxes. The wooden 
one came first and the little father 


ily divested of his cloud sup- 


brought forth each article from _ its| ¢ 


depths with such a, pride, — pride in his 
that he was so abundantly 
to provide for him. h : 

There was his sugar in a glass jar, his 
tea ditto, a tin of fish, a large bottle of 
“fat-of-the-cow” (for cooking), four 
cnamel plates, a tin fork and spoon, a 
glass, a handle-less cup with its saucer, 
two cooking pots, and as a final flourish, 
a grayish bit of serviette in a metal ring. 
The tin trunk disclosed a bundle of clean 
clothes and his bed—a folding iron 
camp cot with blankets, a spread, and a 
—- net of heavy dark material. 

When all had been displayed for our 
admiring appreciation and carefully re- 
stored to the boxes again, we retired to 
the sitting-room once more, and the con- 
versation lagged a bit. ‘ : 

There were a few anxious inquiries 
after a while evidently overlooked in the 
previous day’s settlement. Might the 
‘mamma-of” Mahommet come to. see 
him? We would not “give her the path,” 
would we? We assured him we would 
not be so hard-hearted as that. Then 
followed final instructions to the son and 
heir, sitting stiffly on a small box by the 
wall. He must obey the madamo be- 
cause she had become like the mamma- 
of-him now. He must learn the “wis- 
dom-of-the-white-man.” To all of which 
Mahommet’s shy silence appeared to give 
consent. 

At last I made-a move to go to my 
own little house by the woods, and our 
guests slowly took the hint. We again 
shook hands all about; most ceremoni- 
ously. As the small procession disap- 
peared down the woodsy path to Ba- 


Ghe Sanday Dcyool Gines 


Philadelphia, May 20, 1922 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. . F 

$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
e separate addresses or in a 

package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 

2 00 One copy, or any number of 
$ e copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is aliowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so.cents per year for each subscription for 
postage. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 





1631 Walnut Street, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 





fuka, the Bwana stood behind little 
Mahommet and waved the child’s hand 
as a parting salute to his father. 

So Mahommet is with us, living in his 
baka-ed room, eating his separate food. 
He is here with his own peculiar prob- 
lems and his own especial promise. The 
former are no slight ones. Half-caste 
problems never are. How to train him 
as his father wishes without fostering in 
him the germs of pride already uncon- 
sciously planted by a great, if not too 
wise, love. How to teach him the dignity 
of honest labor without making of him a 
mere menial. How to establish a right 
relationship between him and our other 
boys whose fathers hap to be black 
instead of semi-white. How to take ad- 
ore of his questing for wisdom to 
lead him to the Source of all wisdom, 
making all else bend to this great and 
primal- motive. And through him, to 
reach the little Mohammedan father, 
who loves him with so beautiful a love, 
and the black Mombettu mother, who so 
proudly hopes for her boy, the child of 
a Musungu (white man), all those ad- 
vantages which mark her pathetic stan- 
dard of the best of life. 

Truly it is a great task which lies be- 
ore us, centered in this lad of eight. 
We undertake it willingly, for we feel 
that if we prove worthy the trust, we 
shall one day view with a great gladness. 
the privilege which came to us with the 
coming of Mahommet. 


Baruka, Conco BELGE. 





Mahommet is one of the children rescued 
in Congo Belge by missionaries of the Africa 
Inland Mission, whose headquarters in the 
United States are at 241 Henry Street, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 


Near East Relief Reports 
to Congress 


Te report of the Near East Relief 
for the past year, recently submitted 
to Congress, accounts for the disburse- 
ments of a total of more than someewew 
since the organization was formed in 
1915, in addition to the large contribu- 
tion made by one individual toward the 
expenses of administering this great re- 
lief undertaking. The amount also in- 
cludes flour to the value of $12,800,000 
secured through the United States Grain 
Corporation and American Relief Ad- 





ministration, but disbursed through and 


agency of Near East Relief. 

The bringing together of this large 
sum of money for relief work has been 
made possible through the contributions 


of approximately 20,000,000 individuals. | 


More than a thousand American citizens { 


have been engaged in relief operations 
in the Near st, of whom 230 are at 


present residing in the various relief cen- | 


ters in Armenia, Georgia, Turkey, Syria, 
and Palestine. Many of these American 
workers are volunteers, giving their serv- 


ices either without financial considera-: 


tion or on ‘a minimum maintenance basis. 
They include’ physicians, surgeons, 
nurses, mechanics, industrial experts, 
agriculturists, teachers, engineers, or- 
phanage experts, supply, transportation 
and general relief workers. They care 
for more than 100,000 orphans, giving 
them such opportunities for school work 
as is possible with the handicap of prac- 
tically no facilities or equipment. They 
also train them in various lines of agri- 
cultural and industrial work. 

There, are at least 1,000,000 people, 
chiefly Armenians, living to-day who 
would have perished had it not been for 
American relief. 

Near East Relief maintains 38 hos- 
pitals besides 59 clinics. Special hospitals 
have been established for the treatment 
of tuberculosis, and of trachoma, that 
dread disease of the East which causes So 
much blindness. The treatment has pro- 
duced most satisfactory results. 

In the Russian Caucasus the govern- 
ment has allocated to Near East Relief 
17,600 acres of agricultural and grazing 
land, which will be used in developing an 
increasing measure of self-support among 
the people, as well as furnishing agricul- 
tural and industrial training for orphans. 
There is much work yet to do, and con- 
tributions may be sent to Near East Re- 
lief, 151 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
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AN INCOME THAT CANNOT SHRINK 


‘No. 7.—Can It Be Used as a Trust? 


It not only provides: you with an income that 
cannot shrink, but may be made in favor of some 
one else as well. 


Husband and wife, brother and sister, parent and 
child, or two friends, may share jointly in the bene- 
fits of this mcome that cannot shrink 


It is possible by this means to create a trust fund 
which will take care of some loved ones during their 
lifetime and which will go eventually into a funda- 
mental, world-wide Christian program. 


You may thus give your money to a worthy and 
basic institution, with the assurance that your dear 
ones are provided for in the meantime. You may 
execute your will so as to help a benevolent pro- 
gram in the remote future while taking care of loved 
ones and dependents for the time being. . 


The amount which one may i te te eae 

anteed investment is discussed in Advertisement 

o. 8. ; 
Write for Booklet No. 166 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 

















The Philosophy of 
Brother Ostrich 


HERE’S something almost human about the os- 

trich. Rather than face the unusual, he buries 
his head in the sand—thus exposing himself, rather 
recklessly, to the whims of happenstance. 

Isn’t that just like the chap who ducks under the 
sheets the minute the furniture creaks ? 

Lots of folks shut their eyes when they need them 
most. In the matter of buying something, for in- 
stance—the important business of spending hard 
earned dollars. ; 

Who gets the most for his money? The man who 
buys blindly—or the fellow who reads advertising 
and discovers the things he really wants and needs? 

Who is the most economual housekeeper? The 
woman who buys haphazard, or the one who reads 
advertising and puts her household purchasing on a 
business basis ? 

There’s no denying the great value of advertising 
to those who read it. It protects you against fraud 
and inferiority. It tells you what is new and good, 
making you a wise buyer. It saves you money by 
pointing out for your consideration only the best pro- 
ducts. 

Don' t-be an ostrich. 


Read the advertisements 









































































































































League, Marquette Building, Chicago. 






































| tuch of the $37 
apostate doctrines. 

The only. remedy is such a revival of eva 

at large as will change the morals and hebits of millions, and-sweeping on will 

evangelize the world. 


When believers cease being.unbelievers, GOD WILL WORK! 


















































“LOVERS OF PLEASURES 


MORE THAN LOVERS OF GOD” 


(2 Tim. 3 : 4) 





HE United States Cormissioner of Education 
estimates that during the year 1920 while the 
- world starved, we. expended for joy-riding automo- 
Biles, luxurious living, tobacco, jewelry and other 
unnecessary. luxuries 


. $22,780,000,000 


During the Same. Time We Gave to ‘Missiofis to pro- 


.mote Christ's: Kingdom A broad 
~, $37,886,040 
Or Comparatively We Expended 
“600 
In Luxuries for Ourselves and 
$1 
to Evangelize.the World Abroad 


NOTE.—The above diagram is hereby reprinted by courtesy of The Family Altar 
We would that God would raise up men 
and women everywhere who would have it reproduced in hundreds of religious and 
secular papers, and in street cars and on billboards by thousands. 
character of the situation is all the more apparent when it. is remembered that 
,000,000 was .expended in spreading abroad, not evangelical, dut 


PRAY FOR REVIVAL! 
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| joys and rewards, as well as 


| continually widen the 

4 influence,.and .lead many another. child 

| to make the same..gift that. she. did. 

| There are several attractive illustrations. 

puked Sunday -School: Times Co.,. Phila- 
pAia, 


The appalling 


elical religion in the Church of Christ 




















HAVE YOU ORDERED 











































YOUR ADVANCE COPY OF 





MR. CHAFER’S NEW BOOK ? 





Pearl’s Secret (By Mrs. Howard Tay- 
lor).—This charming book is the life- 
story of a very bright and lovable little 
et whose parents were missionaries in 

1 was a real missi her- 
self, and one is grateful to Mrs. Taylor 
for telling us of her brief and beautiful 
life and her blessed secret. A. vivid 


4 glimpse is given of the everyday life in 


a missionary’s -home,.and some of. its 
rs and 
responsibilities. . May — this little. beok 
sphere. of -Pearl’s 


75 cts.) 


(By P, E. Burroughs, D.D.).—The au- 


or is the Educational Secretary of the 


| | Southern. Baptist Sunday School Board. 


He has given us here a very time om 
print, from which the “successful” Sun- 
day-school may be constructed. It is 
refreshing in these days of superficial 
spiritual thinking to find him beginning 
his introductory chapter with the state- 
ment, “A successful Sunday-school is a 
school which, aggressive in its extension 
efforts, at the same time maintains a 
high spirit of reverence, and patiently 
‘and painstakingly teaches the Word of 
Jehovah, with a view to the lost and to 
the best and the broadest development 
of character and the finest culture of the 
spiritual life.” The twenty-four chapters, 
included in less than two hundred pages, 
contain a wealth of suggestions, and no 
matter even if you consider your school 
already built you should have this book 
in your “Workers’ Library.” You will 
find it helpful to let Dr. Burroughs as- 
sist you in checking up your school along 
all lines of its construction. (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New York, $1.50.) 


—Quoting frequently from the saints of 
older days, such as Samuel Rutherford, 
arenes Taylor, Richard Baxter, John 

unyan, and Charles Wesley, in their 
radiant anticipations of heaven, this 
book, in itself a happy anticipation of 
heaven, was published posthumously, 
“for the benefit of a world that sorely 
needs the. golden thoughts of_such a 
saint of God as was Edward M. Bounds,” 








GRACE 


An unfolding of the greatest dis- 
covery God can give a human heart 


Do you realize that Grace is she very heart of 
Christianity—and is now almost unrecognized 
as such, even by Christians? In this careful 
study the amazing, glorious truth is unfolded, 
and the fundamental distinctions between law 
and grace (with practica! applications to every- 
day life, including a complete analysis of the 
Sabbath question) are clearly and simply stated 
under three heads: Grace That Saves, Grace 
That Keeps, Grace That Teaches. 


In a personal letter to the publisher Mr. Chafer 
writes, ‘‘ The subject is as new and startling as 
any theme of Scripture.” 


Of great value to every Christian, and especially 
important for soul-winners. A complete answer 
to every form of Modernism, Legalism, and 
Seventh-Dayism. 


Ready about May 25th. 400 pages, $1.50 postpaid 
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says the writer of the Introduction. That 
| heaven is not made of thin air, and does 
not “float around,” but is a real place, 
| “measured off,” with “appointed metes 
and bounds,” a locality, is insisted upon 
by the author, who marshals much fa- 
miliar Scripture to prove the statement. 
A later chapter in the book declares that 
heaven is likewise a state, of which the 
indwelling Holy Spirit is the earnest, 
the foretaste. “The music and hope of 
heaven would fill and sweeten our lives 
if we lived in the full power of the 
Spirit.” Yet other chapters deal with 
“The Graces Which Fit for Heaver,” 
“Tribulation and Heaven,” and “Reunion 
in Heaven.” It is a book of real com- 
fort for the children of God. (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New York, $1.25.) 


Parish Evangelism (By Frederick L. 
Fagley).—In_place of_only periodically 
designated “Decision Days,” the feeling 
is prevalent among many spiritual lead- 
ers now that every Sunday should be re- 
garded as a decision day, and that the 
pastor, superintendent, and teacher 
should be instruments in leading the chil- 
dren to Christ. There has just come 
from the press this timely book of twelve 
chapters. It gives a workable outline 
of a year’s program for any church 
which is trying to enlist men and wo- 
men, boys and girls, in the fellowship 
; of worship and service in winning souls. 
Mr. Fagley uncovers the weak places in 
the Church, and, with no sensational 
!'methods or fantastic notions, lays down 
|a sensible and Scriptural plan of 
| strengthening the church in all its ac- 

tivities. The chapters on “The Forma- 

tion and Maintenance of an Evangelistic 
| Committee,” “Personal Work,” and “The 

Deepening of the Prayer Life” are es- 


“Heaven” (By Edward M. Bounds). 











pecially helpful, and indicate the deep 
spiritual tone which permeates the whole 
book, which should be in the Workers’ 


Library of every church and Sunday- 
school. a H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1 . ; 


sorte Vanier a ae bane 
Everything that helps to 4-better koowk 

ig of the Word of God is welcome, 
and from time to time new translations 


are forthcoming which aim at giving 
-more light than the ordinary versions, - 
This is the, first instalment, limited to 


the. book of ‘Revelation, of what is to 
be ‘called “The Concordant Version,” 
the adjective being due to the belief 


‘| that each Greek element should be ren- 


dered by a single lish term. : 

While admitting that translators haye 
often erred in the opposite direction, it 
remains doubtful whether the idea un- 
derlying this new version can be con- 
sistently carried out in every place. But 
this will be a matter for students to 
examine and decide. The assertions 
of the.editor that “our present versions 
reflect to an alarmin 
ions of the translators” is far too sweep- 


ing, while the claim for the present | 
work, that it reduces the human ele- | 


ment to a minimum, does not err on 
the side of moteny. There are some. 
interesting and useful features of this 


version which will be very welcome to | 


students, but readers should be made 


aware that the notes which accompany ~ 


the version represent the special views 
of the compilers, and are a form of what 
is known as Universalism, On this ac- 
count, they will need to be read with 
the greatest care and with constant 


-watchfulness, because they fall into the 


very fault which is charged to the old 
version, of founding faith on human 
authority, not on divine verities, and 
as such they “reflect to an alarming 
degree the opinions of the translators. 
(Concordant Publishing Concern, Los 
Angeles, Cal., $1.) 

Saints and Savages (By Alex. Rattray 
Hay).—No missionary opportunity has 
been more neglected by the Church in 
modern times than that presented by the 
Indians: of Central and South America. 
The mission carried on by the Inland 
South America Missionary Union, of 
which the Rev. John Hay is at the head, 
is the only Gospel work among all the 
Indians of Brazil. The tribe among 
which this mission is working is. the 
Terenas, where “drunken, brutal, lazy, 
stupid, purposeless, and joyless” tribes- 
people have become new creatures in 
Christ, “sober, intelligent, industrious, 
honorable,” so much so that at least 
one inspector of the Brazilian Society 
for the Protection of Indians has de- 
clared that only the Christian religion 
can do any permanent work in uplifting 
the Indians. This book is an account 
of a missionary tour of exploration,-ac- 
complished in the face of great difficul- 
ties along the line of advance of the 
I. S. A. M. U., taken by Mr. Hay, and 
his son, the author, in order to pave 
the way for carrying the Gospel to the 
Bororos, another needy tribe five hun- 
dred miles north of Bananal (the rnorth- 
ernmost station of the Mission), five 


‘thousand in number, of open mind, and- 


scattered along the upper reaches of the 
river Sac Lourenco. The story of the 
trip, by steamboat and mule caravan, is 
delightfully told, and much valuable in- 
formation was recorded concerning 
strange dances, revolting burial rites, 
awful practises of witch-doctors, and the 
like. The book is a call to missionary 
stewards and missionary volunteers. Be- 
yond the Bororos on the banks of 
the river Roosevelt, named for him 
after his exploration of it, lies the tribe 
of the Nhambiquara, estimated at twenty 
thousan1 people, and many other tribes 
who hr.ve never had a ray of Gospel 
light. The book is fall of illustrations, 
and tte Foreword is by Dr. J. H. Jow- 
ett. (Inland South America Missionary 
Union, 113 Fulton Street, New York, 
$1.10, postpaid.) 
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Clergymen’s Clothing 
~~ ‘To Measure 


_ ARTHUR H. LACK 
637 Arch Street, Philadelphia 
- Man to solicit funds for 


| WANTED: : evangelical Christian in- 


stitution of world-wide standing. Permanent 
tiom and:good salary, for t person. 
Rust: te a- believer in God's Word, ener- 
getic, of good.address, good education and, 
referably, experienced in solicitation and 
Bible Conference work. “Address 


RPA. cone Saker School Times, 1031 Waluat St., Phila, Pa. 
































iS only $1.00 for a whole year—LESS THAN 

Don't miss it! Marion Lawrancé says: ‘“Theré 

ismo other | like.as well.* copy free 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York, a 


Ss. g. "LESSON eee at 





HONEY IN THE ROCK 
WILL ‘A MAN ROB GOD 
Two sacred solos,a double phonograph record. Py mail 
$:.10. Pla 5 ty’ all standard machines. See Col. 3 : 16. 
Address RA A. Graves, 2812 Enoch Ave., Zion, lis. 


LadiesKeep Your Skin 
Clear, Sweet, Healthy 
With Cuticura Soap | 
and Cuticura Talcum 























Modernism 
China 


By the Rev. W.H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 











HE widely discussed report of this 
Bible teacher’s recent observations 
im China as published in bi Princeton 
Theological Review, grow for the first 
time made available in booklet form. 


48 pages, 25 cents, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL JIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





























CHRIST, CHRISTIANITY 
AND THE BIBLE 


By 1. M. HALDEMAN, D.D. 


A forceful restatement of the Funda- 

mentals of the Faith by a life-time stu- 

dent and champion of the Divine Word. 
$1.25, postpaid 


For sale by THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co. 
1o3t Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


; [ Ask ‘Marion. Lawrance! 
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Iowa.—Where can 1 get some information 
in regard-te partition curtains made of nar- 
row splints that roll up to. ~ ceiling and 
are thus out of the way?—W. H 


UPPOSE you address: the ‘Assented 
Company, Waukesha, Wis., and ask 


j dex their catalogue entitled, “Aerolux.” 


This: will give you: pictures. and drawin 
of a splint partition of this kind, whi 
‘1 think, will answer your. purpose. , 


. 7 +: 
Heencitetnln like wish to. begin. a syste- 
> of missions in all. departments 


our Synday- acho What mend would 
suggest?—I. M. S 

IRST.of all, I oa, ‘get ‘Dr. Trull’s 
book. entitled “Missions in the 
Sunday. School”. fui 





low the suggestions laid down there. 
I would secure ‘also a 





well, published by the Abingdon Press, 
New York, at 75 cents. . 


Idaho.—I would like to ask how a teachers’ 





| meeting in a country district where the peo- 


ple are so busy ‘that they cannot be pried 
or — their work can be conducted? 

HE only answer to this question is 

that in some way a meeting of this 
sort shall be held, with “prying power” 
strong enough ‘to pry os. ople loose 
from their daily work. at this can 
be done is evidenced by ‘ae fact that 
it is done every day. A dull, old-fash- 
ioned teachers’ meeting will not accom- 
plish. the . trick. 

I suggest that you try to have a meet- 
ing of this sort once a month, not 
oftener. Make it an affair worth while. 
If possible, serve a supper at the church 
or wherever the meeting is to be held, 
with the understanding that it is to be 
a simple meal and not to take more than 
half or three-quarters of an hour at most. 


Begin at six or \six-thirty, according to | 
‘| the time of year. At the table, have those 


with common. interests seated togethér, 
as the Primary, workers, Junior workers, 
and so on. At the close of supper, spend 
a few minutes in singing together old 
songs, not mecessarily Sunday-school 
songs, although they should not be ex- 
cluded ; “The Old Oaken Bucket,” “Auld 
Lang Syne,” and similar songs are good, 
ending with a stirring Christian work 
song. Then have the pastor, superin- 
tendent, a teacher, or an invited person, 


give a talk that relates to some general | 


eae of interest, so that all would be 
efited by it. 
ty-five minutes long. Then divide the 
|. party into groups, as they were at the 
“tables, and let them, for a while, discuss 
the methods of carrying on the work in 
their own departments of the Sunday- 
school. Close sharply at eight-thirty 
or nine o’clock, with perhaps a few tes- 
timonies from the workers, a prayer or 
prayers by the leader and others, and a 
closing hymn. If this meeting stops 
prometiy and is kept moving all the time, 
7 will Pry people loose from anything. 
Try it 
Florida.—If possible, will you tell me how 
Rally Day for the Sunday-school originated? 
Where, and by whom?—C. E. S. 
UESTIONS of this sort are very 
difficult to answer, and I am sure I 
cannot give an answer that would be 
satisfactory. The gathering together of 
a particular Sunday-school annually for 
a sort of “round-up,” as Rally Day was 
formierly called by some, has been prac- 
tised for a_long while, and in various 
localities. If we were to name a given 
locality and an originator, some one 





.would rise up and say that it was started) 


before that, at another place, and by an- 
other person. I think it is safe to say, 
however, that the general observance of 
Rally Day was inaugurated through the 
International Sunday School Association, 
possibly following the lead of one of 
the State Associations. 

I well recall that some thirty years ago, 
when I was General Secretary of Ohio, 
I recommended the general observance 
of Ralty Day on the last Sunday in 
September, and circulars were issued_ad- 
vertising the fact, and thousands of Sun- 
day-schools throughout the country ob- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
| served the day. About that time like- 


ings for the organized Sunday-school 


j:idea of soliciting offerings, .for,. their 


issionary, Education 
|'Movement, New York, 50 cts.) and fol- 


little book en-| 
| titled “Making Missions. Real,” by Sto- 


This talk could be twen- 


| wise the denominations, within their own 
denominational circles, advocated Rally 
Day and the t 
their particular denominational ' work. 


Association and various State Associa-f 
tions recommended the taking of offer- 


work on Rally -% This day is now 
used so pa ae by denominations; so 
liiting 0 erings for .their..own ie 
think the states, and I know the 
International, havé given- up: wholly the* 


work, It is a matter of little importance, 
however, how it started. It is a matter 
of.great importance as to whether the 
Sunday-schools will observe each year, 
this day, and make out of it alf that it 
‘is “possible to make. It is a sort of 
springboard from which to make a ‘trbth 
start into the year ahead. , 

b) 4 ees! ig 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
etuate the weekly message. A cata- 
ogue sent on request. 





taking of -an offering’ for: 


There was a time that the International |, 
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work. 


workers for that field. 


The Mission is still beset with calls for an 
ever more rapid extension of its work, 
_through preaching stations, street work, tent- 
meetings; Testament distribution, personal evan- 
gelism, and Bible training school instruction. 


Because You Have 
Helped in Belgium 


by your prayers and your gifts, Mr. and Mrs, Ralph’ c 
Norton and their staff of The Belgian Gospel: ‘Mission’ : 
are not only continuing but are greatly extending the’ 


, rF si 


There is a veal hunger for the Gospel in city and 
country, busy town and remote village, and never has 
the Mission faced greater opportunities than just now. 
Your continued aid will mean untold blessing to needy 
Belgium, in direct soul-winning and in the training of 


All contributions for the Mission should be 
sent to C. G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE BELGIAN GOSPEL MISSION 


Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, Directors 
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already had some training. 


teacher should have a copy of ‘‘A4 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Here is a little book they will take up just as interesting reading— 
a real ‘‘little kit’’ of -tools—bright ‘keen kutters,’’ plainly in- 

- tended for use rather than for ornament, to help the teacher pre- 
pare his lessons, know his pupils, secure attention, ask the right 
kind of questions, use the right kind of illustrations, conduct real 
reviews, get the pupils to work, lead them to Christ. 

Teaching methods are so simply told and so practically illustrated 
that the book -will appeal especially to the untrained teacher, while 
at the same time proving a fresh attraction to those who ‘have 

‘Not a toy for the imagination, but 
a real working set with which to carve Christian character.’’ Every 


Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools’’ 


(by Puitip E. Howarp), 75 cents, postpaid. 
Times COMPANY, 


1031 Walnut Street, PHILADELPHIA 
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The Missionary Training Institute 
NY ACK-ON-HUDSON 


NEW YORK 
Rev. A. B. Simpson Rev. Paut Raper 
Founder President 


From this “‘ Training Camp” have gone forth 
since its founding 1882 over one thousand Mis- 
| Stonaries. 


NYACK STANDS FOR 


An upmutilated Bible, Salvation through the 
Blood; Separation from the World, The Yaptism 
of the Ho pens for Life and Witnessing, Victory 
through the Indwelling Christ, Rugged Conse- 
cration to Sacrificial Service, Practical Faith in 
Christ's Safficiency, A Purifying Hope of the 
rd’s Return and a Burning Missionary Zea). 


Fall Term opens September 11, 1922 


Gordon 


Theological, Missionary, Relig- 
ious-Educational College course 
of four years, college degree of 
Th.B, Graduate School of The- 
ology, three year course, graduate 
degree of B. D. Two-year Colegigns ‘rainin 
course. Interdenominational. Of full college an 
graduate grade, with a wide range of studies, per- 
meated by a remarkable evangelical spirit. Notable 
faculty and student hody. New and beautiful fire- 
proot buildings with dormitories. Organized relig- 
ious work and self-su rt. For catalogand corres- 
pondence, address NATHAN R. WOOD, Presi- 
tdent, Gordon Colfege of Theology & Missions, 
‘ ston, Ss. 
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PAY US MONTHLY 


‘Scofield Reference Bible 


$1.00 Down and $1.00 i 
> EQUALS A COURSE IN BIBLE STUDY 
, Bibles sent postpaid. Send ‘for Catalogue 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
) 427 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago, Ill. 














HYMNS FOR TODAY 


A complete hymnal for both Sunday School and 
Church. New, beautiful hymns on all the vital sub- 
jects that leading religious thinkers are advocating to- 
day, with Orders of Services tor S. S. departments 
and church, and Services for Anniversaries. 

The use of Hymns for Today will educate both 
oy and adult in the essentials of the Kingdom of God. 

rice,$75 per roo. Returnable sample sent. Orchestrated 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE, 532 Elm St., Cincinnati, 0. 
advertisements, please 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 








Bible Read- 


A Plan that “Never Failed’ 


[X PRAYING for revival at large, let 
_us not forget that the Church cannot 
give to the unsaved what she has not 
received herself. . L. Moody once 
said: “The best way is for the pastor (or 
some member) to say he wants to see all 
who desire a revival. Don’t let any one 
else come. Then get down on your 
knees and pour out your hearts, asking 
God to revive yourselves. Don’t be in 
a hurry to pray for your friends. Hold 
the people to themselves! You never 
see an anxious church without souls be- 
ing saved. Don’t wait for the whole 
church to move. Get two or three, and 
soon there will be six or seven. Form 
a praying band. Pray for the work, and 
the blessing will come. That plan never 
failed.” 


oo 


May 29 to June 4 


Mon.—Jeremiah 36 : 1-8. 
God’s Word Received and Recorded. 

The message could go where the mes- 
senger could not (vs. 5, 6). And so it 
still is. Though limited’ physically and 
temporally, every true child of d is 
practically unlimited spiritually. By his 
provers he can go into all the world; and 

is messages and gifts and influence, how 
almost infinite their possibilities ! 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for all 
true missionaries of the Cross, all na- 
tive helpers, all missionary papers and 
schools, all students in training, all de- 
nominational and interdenominational 
boards, all native churches and Chris- 
tians, all unreached fields. Pray for all 
missionaries who are being sorely tried. 


Tues.—Jeremiah 36 : 9-19, 
_  Ged’s Word Read to the People. 

The message went where the mes- 
senger could not go; and yet in another 
sense the messenger did go, for the spirit 
of the messenger accompanied the mes- 
sage. And the Spirit of the Author of 
the message was infinitely more present 
in the message, and is to-day. (See He- 
brews 4: 12.) 

Prayer Succestions: Pray far all 
Bible societies and tract agencies, all col- 
porteurs and distributors, all prison as- 
sociations, all Gospel efforts in jails and 
hospitals and other institutions. Pray 
for our nation to-day; for every home, 
and especially for every bereaved home. 
Pray for all our soldiers and sailors. 


Wed.—Jeremiah 36 : 20-26. 
The King Tries to Destroy God’s Word. 

God’s Word was received,’ and re- 
corded, and read, and rejected. It is 
not enough to receive, or to copy, or even 
to study the Bible. It must be accepted 
in the heart and lived in the life. “A 
king can do no wrong.” Ah, but Jehoia- 
kim sinned grievously. 

PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: Pray “for kings, 
and for all that are in authority.” Pray 
for our President and his cabinet, for 
both houses of Congress, for all judges 
and court officers, for all state and pro- 
vincial governors and local magistrates. 
Pray for a revival of respect for and 
obedience to law. 


Thurs.—Jeremiah 36 : 27-32. 
The Prophet Rewrites God’s Word. 
God 


faithful witnesses. If he were not sov- 
ereign, the Bible would have been de- 
stroyed long ago. Within a hundred 
years of the infidel proclamation of its 
predicted destruction in the eighteenth 
century, more copies: were published than 
all previous copies combined. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for every 
evangelical publishing house, every Bible 


training school, every religious paper 
that “rings true” to the Word. Pray 
for all mining and lumber camps, all city 


and rural missions, all Christian work 
among the Indians and mountaineers. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


‘as never left himself without]. 





Fri—Isaiah 55: 1-13. God’s Covenant Word. 


While God’s covenant word was 
spoken again and again to Israel as a 
nation, it had also, as in to-day’s reading, 


a blessed application to the individual. 

0; every one, . .. incline your ear.” 
Humanitarian mass movements are usu- 
ally superficial. Hand-picked Gospel 
fruit keeps best. 

Prayer Succastions: Pray for every 
“personal worker,’ every evangelist, 
every new convert, Pray for all evan- 
gelistic associations, for all Bible confer- 
ences and summer campaigns. Pray for 
the seed which has been sown in all 


ahd conferences. m various foreign 
Ids, notably in China. 


+ 


Sat.—Matthew 5 : 17-26. Jesus and God’s Word, 


Jesus not only obeyed God’s Word, 
himself, but he taught obedience; not 
that of slaves, but of fellow-members of 
the household of God; an obedience 
springing not from fear primarily, but 
from love (John 14:15). Under grace 
we-are in Christ, and in Christ we ful- 
fill every moral requirement. 


PRAYER | SUGGESTIONS: Remembering 
that we live in “the age of lawlessness,” 
let us wrestle in prayer against the Spirit 
of. disobedience that “now worketh” on 
every hand, in our homes; in our schools, 
in’ the..nation at large, and even in the 
church itself. NEVER HAS THERE BEEN 
SUCH NEED OF PRAYER! . 
Sun.—Isaiah 4 : 1-8. 

God’s Word Shall Stand Forever. 

How comforting the thought! God's 
Word is just as enduring as he himself 
is. Its terrors to the impenitent, its of- 
fers of mercy to the penitent, its unfail- 
ing provisions for the obedient; no won- 
der that Sir Walter Scott, the writer of 
many books, said at last: “There is only | 
one Book!” 

PrayER SuGcestions;. Pray that the 
Bible may come back to its own, tha 
men everywhere may see that it is the 
Book, not only for the times, but for 
ALL times and ALL conditions of men. 
It is tH1s Book, more than all other 
books combined, that is the hope of the 
human race. 
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BRONZE 1211s 
Free Book of Designs : 


Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 
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Chairs, Tables; Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,ete. 
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Individual Communion Cupé 
Convenient, Noiseless and 
List of thousands of churches using our cups and FREE 
CATALOG with quotations-sent upon request. 


SANITARY COMMUNION GUTFIT CO. 70h St. ROCHESTER, N.Y 
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A Special Summer Course 





For Pastors, School Teachers.and Christian Workers desiring better 
equipment along Bibles lines and related subjects, is offered by 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 





JULY 5S to AUGUST 5 (o 


inchiding ROBERT DICK WILSON,D.D., Ph.D 


ssenocciogs: 
Bible Confer 


Mass., and a Bible teacher of unusual abil 
Scotland, a-deeply devotional teacher, author 


TROTTER, who will lecture on Evangelism. 
different subjects from the Institute’s regular 
clinics in Chica 
REV. JAMES 
same rates granted regularly enrolled special 5 


scheduie of subjects, sent on request. Apply 
Superintendent of Men or Women. ~ 





Distinguished special instructors will supplement the Institute’s regular teaching force: 


scholar on the text of the OldTestament, who will lecture on ‘' Research In Old Testament 
Records''; MELVIN GROVE KYLE, D.D,, LL.D., an outstanding authority on Biblical 
JOHN M. MAC INNIS, D.D., Ph.D,, Litt,D., pastor, college lecturer and 
ence speaker, who will give studies in the Bible cee of religion ; REV. 
J. L. CAMPBELL, D.D., author of ‘‘The Patmos Letiers,’’ Dean, Bibl : 

Carson and Newman College, a former pastor to many Harvard students at Cambridge, 


the Cross; and the well-known evangelist and mission organizer, REV. MELVI 
All the above, together with a strong specially arranged program, covering twenty-five 
included) and special evening lectures on Demonology and Spiritism by 


. GRAY, D.D., are offered free of charge except for private music lessons. 
Board and room will be provided in the Sy rea buildings to the limit of capacity at 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE, 153 Institute Place, CHICAGO, ILL. 


r a-shorter period if preferred). 


., of Princeton Seminary, the world’s foremost 


e Department, 
ity; DR. B. WATT, of Edinburgh, 
of a number. of booklets on the message ot 
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courses (Music, Practical Work and field 


tudents. Descriptive illustrated folder, giving 
early for reservations, addressing either the 
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abernacfe Hymns No 2[ am | 
* SONG BOOK OF QUALITY FOR. ARTICULAR PEOPLE * Bal Sovies 
320 Pages—351 Songs 
Largest and Most Complete Collection of Gospel Hymne Available. | Per Hunired 
Returnabie Copies Mailed on Request to $30.00 
Pastors—Song Committees—Choir Leaders. Not goupat a 
Not prepaid) TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. Ronm 1200—29 So. La Salle St. CHICAGO, ILL. | ; 
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Another one which 


is of equal merit IS “8 Oo Y Ss 


Complete copies of each and others mailed for 
10 cents. 
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